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HHiissttoorryy  aanndd  MMiissssiioonn  
 The Bureau of International Cooperation under the Office of the 
Permanent Secretary, was first established in 1948.  Originally called the 
Foreign Affairs Division, it was renamed the External Relations Division a 
few years later in 1951.  It has only been known as the Bureau of 
International Cooperation since July 7, 2003 when, as part of Thailand³s 
process of education reform, a new government Act concerning the 
administrative organization of the Ministry became effective. 
 The Bureau of International Cooperation acts as the focal point for 
the Ministry of Education (MOE) in international cooperation under the 
framework of both bilateral and multilateral cooperation.  The mission of the 
Bureau is to coordinate, promote and develop cooperation between the Thai 
Ministry of Education (MOE), international governments, and education-
related organizations and institutions. At the same time, it serves as the 
Secretariat of the Thai National Commission for the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the 
Secretariat of the Thai National Committee for the Southeast Asian Ministers 
of Education Organization (SEAMEO). Thailand was the 49th country to 
become a member of UNESCO on January 1, 1949 and became a member of 
the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization (SEAMEO) on 
November 30, 1965. 
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VViissiioonn  
 The Bureau of International Cooperation plays a key role in 
implementing foreign policy for the Ministry of Education. 
 

OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonn  SSttrruuccttuurree  
 The new administrative structure aims to accommodate a widening 
range of responsibilities of the Bureau.  It is comprised of 6 units, namely : 
the Policy and Strategy Unit, the International Cooperation Unit, the 
Regional Cooperation Unit, the Bilateral Cooperation Unit, the International 
Information and Publication Unit; and the Administration Unit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

DDiirreeccttoorr  

EExxppeerrtt  oonn  FFoorreeiiggnn  
PPoolliiccyy  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  

 

IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  
aanndd  PPuubblliiccaattiioonn  UUnniitt  
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AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  UUnniitt  
 

RReeggiioonnaall  
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BBiillaatteerraall  
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