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From the Editor

Welcome to the July-September 2008
issue of the Bulletin on International Cooperation
which covers a range of events on the education
calendar.

Among them is an article on the year
long celebrations to commemorate the 200t
anniversary of the birth of HRH Prince Krom
Luang Wongsa Dhiraj Snid, which were held
from 9ot August, 2008 to gth August, 2009.
The Prince, who was a scholar and poet, is
listed by UNESCO as one of the world’s Great
Personalities. The celebrations included academic
seminars and an exhibition.

Targeting the youth of the region,
Thailand was pleased to host the 2008 East
Asian Youth Leadership Forum, which aimed to
promote understanding among East Asian youth
and the East Asian community as a whole. Also
during this period, school directors, teachers and
education administrators from Thai ASPnet
schools joined a study visit to neighbouring and
East Asian countries to develop the international
network of schools involved in the School
Twinning Project. At the policy level, experts on
international cooperation attended the Thailand -
Laos Seminar and Meeting on Educational
Cooperation where they discussed and
exchanged ideas on how to enhance educational
cooperation between the two countries.

In our World Heritage column in this
issue, readers can enjoy and build their
knowledge on another listed world heritage site,
Machu Picchu. This mysterious city, part of
the Inca empire, is located high in the Andes
mountains in Peru, South America. The article
recounts the Journey to Machu Pichu.

The editorial team hopes all the articles
we have included will be of interest to our
readers. The online version of the current issue
and archive is available on our website

www.bic.moe.go.th. We wish to thank our

readers most sincerely for all feedback. Until

the next issue. Sawasdee.
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UNESCO has honored HRH Prince Krom Luang
Wongsa Dhiraj Snid in its Great Personalities listings.
The Prince, who was born on August oth 1808, is known
as both a scholar and poet and recognized for promoting
a culture of peace through dialogue among civilizations.
He was a prolific writer who published various works
in the fields of literature, history, politics and traditional
herbal medicine. To mark the 200" Anniversary of his
birth, the Ministry of Culture, in collaboration with
the Snidvong family and other organizations, hosted
the celebrations which began on oth August 2008 and
continued throughout the year. The celebrations included
a seminar on Thai language and literature, foreign
affairs and treaties, an exhibition, and the collation

and reprinting of HRH Prince’s publications and works.
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His Royal Highness Krom Luang Wongsa Dhiraj
Snid (1808-1871) was a remarkable personality, who
promoted the culture of peace through dialogue among
civilizations, reflecting UNESCO’s objectives to promote
closer relations among peoples through tolerance,

mutual understanding and respect for cultural diversity.
His commitment to “negotiation and dialogue among
civilizations” made him prominent in the international
community, particularly in Asia, Europe and the United
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States of America. He initiated and introduced policies
emphasizing peace and harmony with European
countries by signing several treaties. At the same time,
he was a prolific writer who published various works in
the fields of literature, history, politics and particularly in

traditional herbal medicine. In recognition of his merits as an
intellectual, poet, peace activist, scientist and diplomat,
many academic organizations and foundations honoured
him by inviting him to be an active member.
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The Ministry of Education in cooperation with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Thammasat University
organised the 2008 East Asian Youth Leadership Forum
during 18-22 August 2008 in Bangkok. A total 53 youth
and officers responsible for ASEAN attended the event.
The aim was to promote mutual understanding among
East Asian Youth and to build of East Asian Community.
Participants considered how to transform the recommen-
dations from the ‘Voice of East Asian Youth’
statement, which was an outcome of the 2007 East
Asian Youth Leadership Forum, into concrete realities.
The activities of the 2008 Forum included the presentation
of country reports on youth, panel discussions, workshop
and brainstorming session, and a study visit. The
www.eastasianyouth.net website was launched during

the Forum and will be used to promote communication
and facilitate networking among East Asian Youth.
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At the invitation of Dr. NG Bng Hen, Minister of
Education and Deputy Minister of Defence of Singapore,
Mr.Somchai  Wongsawat, Minister of Education of
Thailand traveled to Singapore during 8-9 July 2008.
The purpose of the visit was to strengthen educational
cooperation between the two countries. Knowledge and
experience was shared on the use of ICT for education
through visits to Jurong Secondary School, the National
Institute of Education and Institute of Technical Education.
Deputy Permanent Secretary, Dr. Chinnapat Bhumirat and
members of the Ministry of Education Committee for
Development of Education Quality through Information

Systems accompanied the Minister.
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Since the School Twinning Project was launched

by the Thai Ministry of Education in 1997, the number
of participating schools in Thailand has grown to 184.
In order to enhance the project and expand cooperative
networks the regional level, the Bureau of International
Cooperation organized study visits for school adminis-
trators and teachers in charge of ASPnet to schools to
4 countries. The first group visited China in May; the
second and third groups visited Cambodia and the
Republic of Korea in June; and the final group visited
Malaysia in September. All the participating schools in the
host countries expressed interest in joining the School
Twinning project and look forward to initiating exchange

programmes between teachers and students.
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1. Tsai3au Beijing Xicheng Foreign Language
School
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2. 1591384 The High School Affiliated to
Renmin University of China
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3. 1s9l38u Shanghai High School
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Congratulations to Mr. Watcharin  Thinkrathok,
grade 7, Banthatabaek School, Nakhon Ratchasima and
Mr. Aukkharapong Pechpol, grade 10, Pakchong Wittaya
School, Nakhon Rachasima who were awarded the Prince

Takamado prize in the 18t

Essay and Poster Contest
organized by the Children of the Earth’s Club, Japan.
The theme of the contest was ‘Let’s Protect Our Planet’.
the two students were invited to attend an award
ceremony which took place in Tokyo, Japan during 28-31
July 2008. Thai students at both primary and secondary
education level, mostly from provincial schools, have
participated and been successful in the Children of

the Earth’s Club essay and poster contest since 2000.
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Mr. Pongsakorn Unnopporn, Deputy Minister of

Education and Mr.Tej Boonnak, Minister of Foreign Affairs
co-chaired the opening ceremony of the Thailand-Laos
Seminar and Meeting on Educational Cooperation, which
took place between 13 - 15 August 2008 at the
Chareonsri Grand Hotel, Udon Thani. Following a keynote
address by the Ambassador of the Royal Thai Embassy
in Vientiane, experts on international cooperation and
participants to the seminar reviewed current cooperation
between the two countries and exchanged ideas on
possible projects and activities for the future, to be
carried out under the scope of the Memorandum of

Understanding between Thailand and Laos.
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The Secretariat of the Thai National Commission for
UNESCO in cooperation with the Social Research Institute
of Chulalongkorn University organized a Dialogue Forum
on Social Policy in Southeast Asia in Bangkok during
20-22 August 2008. The Forum was sponsored by
UNESCO. One policy maker and one social science
researcher from 13 Southeast Asian countries had the
opportunity to exchange ideas and share their experience.
Participants agreed to review the formulation of social
policy at all levels and to promote greater dialogue
between researchers and policy makers in the future.
A UNESCO representative proposed the establishment of

National Liaison Committees to facilitate the process.
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During 8-11 July 2008, the Coordinating Sub-

Committee on Foreign Affairs under the Psychological
Operation Committee organized a study visit for sub-
committee members to 5 cities in Malaysia; Penang,
Pahang, Peruc, Salangor and Kualalumpur. The delegation
comprised 33 representatives from 15 government
sector organizations, including the office of Joint Civil
Affairs under the Office of Supreme Command, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Education and
National Intelligence Agency. The objective of the study
visit was to learn from Malaysia’s experience and to adapt
and apply relevant strategies to resolve common social

problems in Thailand.
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Thailand, as a member state of UNESCO, was
pleased to celebrate 2008 International Literacy Day.
Led by the Ministry of Education and the Office of
Non-Formal and Informal Education, various activities
were organized. These ranged from an edutainment
exhibition, contests and presentations, which took
place at Impact Convention Center, Muang Thong
thani, Nonthaburi on September 7, 2008. The opening
ceremony was presided over by Mr. Somchai
Wongsawat, Minister of Education. Mr. Abdul Hakeem,
APPEAL Coordinator at the UNESCO Bangkok office
delivered a message on behalf of the UNESCO
Director-General. During 4 - 8 September, the Ministry
of Education also supported a Reading Fair to promote
the love of reading among young Thais. In addition, all
Provincial Offices under the Non-Formal and Informal
Education Held their own celebrations on September 8,
2008.
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Objectives

1. To disseminate updated summaries on the work
of the Ministry of Education and collaborating organizations
on international cooperation

2. To serve as a reference point and platform
to stimulate further research into specific programmes and
activities

3. To promote the exchange of ideas and information

to develop future cooperation

Date of Issue
The Bulletin is a quarterly periodical issued in

January, April, July and October.

Advisors
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education

Deputy Permanent Secretary for Education (Foreign Affairs)

Editor
Paisal Wisalaporn

Director, Bureau of International Cooperation

Manager

Yuwadee Phooriphokhai

Assistant Editors
Duriya Amatavivat
Yuwadee Phooriphokhai
Kanittha Hanirattisai
Somsong Ngamwong
Elizabeth Saul
Panadda Ngamsompon

Jeeranan Kumpongpan

Office
Bureau of International Cooperation, Office of the
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education,
Ratchadamnoen Nok Avenue, Bangkok 10300, Thailand.
Tel. 0 2628 5646-9, Fax 0 2281 0953
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