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Welcome all readers to the April-June 2008
issue of the Bulletin on International Cooperation.
The Bureau of International Cooperation is pleased
to announce the inclusion of epigraphic archives
of Wat Pho in the UNESCO Memory of the World
Programme. Thailand’s proposal was approved by
the UNESCO Memory of the World Committee for
the Asia Pacific Region (MOWCAP) in February 2008.
An official certificate presentation ceremony was
held at Wat Phra Chetuphon Vimolmangklararm
Rajwaramahaviharn, the official name of Wat Pho,
on 30 March 2008. The Bureau of International
Cooperation would like to invite all readers to
support the preservation of Thai wisdom and
heritage for the benefit of present and future
generations of world citizens.

Also included in this issue are articles
related to Thailand’s participation in the 179t
Session of the Executive Board of UNESCO
which was held in UNESCO head office in Paris,
France and the First ASEM Meeting which took
place in Berlin, Germany. With regard to bilateral
cooperation, we have included articles on the First
Meeting of Thailand-Malaysia Joint Working
Group on Education hosted by Thai Ministry of
Education, the Visit to Russia by Ministry of
Education Executives, as well as an article on
the Study Visit by Thai University Executives
to the USA. This latter article was written by
Ms. Churairat Sangboonnum, former Director of Bureau
of International Cooperation, who accompanied
the group.

In the world heritage column of this issue,
we travel to Romania to the Danube Delta and
explore this outstanding natural world heritage site,
home to numerous species of fish and birds.

The Editorial team hopes that our readers
find all the articles of interest. The readers can
access the online version of the current issue
and archive on our website : www.bic.moe.go.th.
We wish to thank you all readers most sincerely

for your feedback.
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The Thai National Committee on the Memory of
the World Programme proposed the epigraphic archives
of Wat Pho to the UNESCO Memory of the World
Programme for recognition in 2007. The proposal was
officially approved on 21 February 2008 at the old
Parliament House in Canberra, Australia. Wat Pho was
built in the reign of King Phetracha during the Ayutthaya
period and renovated in the early Rattanakosin period by
King Rama | and King Rama I11. The knowledge inscribed
on the walls and embodied in the ancient yoga postures
is recognized as being of universal value. On 31 March
2008, the birthday of King Rama Ill, Mr. Pongsakorn
Unnopporn, Deputy Minister of Education, presented the
Abbot of Wat Pho with the official certificate of UNESCO
MOW Programme. The Minister of Culture and Director
of UNESCO Asia and Pacific Regional Bureau were
among those who attended the ceremony.
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Dr. Sheldon Shaeffer Director of UNESCO Asia and Pacific Regional Bureau for Education

Dr. Susanne Ornager UNESCO Regional Adviser for Communication and Information in Asia and Pacific
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Dr. Chinnapat Bhumirat, Deputy Permanent
Secretary and Secretary-General of the Thai National
Commission for UNESCO, headed the Thai delegation
at the 179™ Session of the UNESCO Executive Board
which took place in UNESCO, Paris, France during 1
to 17 April 2008. At the Meeting, the Director-General
of UNESCO reported on progress and achievements
made following the resolutions agreed at the previous
Session. Member Countries also had the opportunity
to make further recommendations across UNESCO’s
five areas of interest and on key programmes, such
as: Education For All (EFA), Management of Social
Transformation (MOST), Man and Biosphere Reserve
(MAB), Information For All Programme (IFAP),
International Programme for Communications Development
(IPDC).
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The Minister of Education, Mr. Somchai
Wongsawat attended the first ASEM Conference of
Ministers Responsible for Education which was held
in Berlin, Germany during 5 - 6 May 2008. The theme
of the meeting was, “Education and Training for
Tomorrow: Common Perspectives in Asia and
Europe”. Thirteen ASEM countries from ASIA and
twenty five from Europe and the European Union
participated in the meeting. Linking and building
networks between the two regions; strengthening
cooperation in higher education cooperation; and
enhancing employability and lifelong learning by
bringing together education and the labour market
were among the topics discussed. It was agreed that
the second meeting will be held in Hanoi, Vietnam
in 2009.
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The SEAMEO Regional Centre for Higher
Education and Development (SEAMEO RIHED), in
cooperation with the Association of Governing Boards
of Universities and Colleges (AGB), USA, organised
a study visit for Thai university executives to the
USA. The purpose of the study visit was to
share knowledge and experience relevant to the
development of higher education in Thailand. The
group visited AGB head office, Boston College and
Center for International Higher Education, George
Mason University, American University, Georgetown
University, University of Maryland and Northern
Virginia Community College (NOVA). They also had
the opportunity to attend the National Conference of

AGB which took place in Boston, Massachusetts.
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A Thai delegation, led by Dr. Charuaypon

Torranin, Permanent Secretary, visited Russia from
12 - 17 May 2008. The purpose of the visit was to
strengthen education cooperation and identify oppor-
tunities to promote cooperation in line with the
Memorandum of Understanding, signed by the two
countries in 2004. The delegation visited leading
agencies and educational institutions including the
Federal Agency for Education, Federal Education and
Science Service, the People’s Friendship University
and the State Pushkin Institute of Russian Language.
Discussions focused on the possibility of developing
exchange programmes for researchers, teachers and
students in the fields of Russian language, political
science, and mathemetics and science, as well as
short-course Russian language training for Thai

students in Russia.
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Pushkin (State Pushkin Institute of Russian

Language)
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5. Moscow State Institute of International

Relations
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WﬁLﬂmﬂ’]Tﬂi:ﬂ;Nﬂ AATULNDIUN 20 NOUEY The Thai Ministry of Education hosted the
2551 1380 09.00 1. 1Al A3.9978Ws §90UUNST Uam first joint working group meeting between Thailand
nsengaAn N nentullszanuy  sanduldn and Malaysia in Bangkok during 19 - 20 June 2008.
NTENIWANHIBNTNALE L TANANDIANN "N US The aim of the meeting was to strengthen
LAYANNIINEDAIUNIANITZ IS I LAZLLALTE educational cooperation between Malaysia and
Tunisaniiiufanssuniqanayanunaiiesnssaiy Thailand under the Memorandum of Understanding,
@mmwnﬁiﬁﬂ‘wm@u Tu ?ﬁaﬁnﬂnﬁwﬁjl,?ﬁul,%q signed in Kuala Lumpur on 21 August 2007.
Ysounie ienisimiun Atleyeyn Amla ensund uay The Opening Ceremony was presided over by
$une Inenisdsegue as 179 ULARRUNANTTH Dr. Charuaypon Torranin, Permanent Secretary.
1 = v = 1 o ar . .
ANNIINABATUNTANETENINARTUNTARUN Deputy Permanent Secretary, Dr. Chinnapat Bhumirat
Anananag UNEeY paanaul Tu Feauudaund co-chaired the meeting together with Y. Bhg. Tan Sri
] ' - o = . X .
LAZLTANTEIANNTINNRYDY D1TUNITANTIUDS Dr. Zulkurnain bin Haji Awang, Secretary-General
9 astssine of Education, Malaysia. Both countries agreed on
‘Lua‘wdwmaﬂ?muﬂmzﬁ'mu% Uanngzns cooperation in the areas of curriculum and teacher
Aneanislanaulyd asdFuins QRTPU seldn development, building school networking, performing
nesnsAnEBneIvTiIsssumsUszgudeine arts, vocational and technical education and special
§9uAL Y. Bhg. Tan Sri Dr.Zulkurnain bin Haji Awang education.
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Representatives of the Thai National Commission
for UNESCO, led by its Secretary-General, Dr. Chinnapat
Bhumirat, were among the forty six regional
representatives who attended the 14" Quadrennial
Conference of National Commissions for UNESCO of
Asia and the Pacific Region and Director-General’s
Consultation on the Preparation of the Draft
Programme and Budget for 2010 - 2011. The two
meetings took place in Manila, Philippines during
19 - 23 May 2008. Opportunities were provides to
discuss and comment upon sectoral and inter-sectoral
approaches to strengthening partnerships in the
region; ways to enhance networking and partnerships
with the broader UNESCO family and partners; and
the organization’s decentralisation strategy.
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This article, written by Ms. Savitri Suwansathit,
former Deputy Permanent Secretary and former
Secretary-General of the Thai National Commission
for UNESCO, takes the reader to visit the Danube
Delta, inscribed on the World Heritage List and
RAMSAR site in 1991. The Danube Delta is the
largest European wetland and reed bed as well as
Europe’s largest water purification system. The area,
which comprises 30 diverse ecosystems, is made up

of countless lakes and channels and provides a home

and breeding ground for 150 fish species and 300

bird species.
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Objectives

1. To disseminate updated summaries on the work
of the Ministry of Education and collaborating organizations
on international cooperation

2. To serve as a reference point and platform
to stimulate further research into specific programmes and
activities

3. To promote the exchange of ideas and information

to develop future cooperation

Date of Issue
The Bulletin is a quarterly periodical issued in

January, April, July and October.

Advisors
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education

Deputy Permanent Secretary for Education (Foreign Affairs)

Editor
Paisal Wisalaporn

Director, Bureau of International Cooperation

Manager

Yuwadee Phooriphokhai

Assistant Editors
Duriya Amatavivat
Yuwadee Phooriphokhai
Somsong Ngamwong
Kanittha Hanirattisai
Elizabeth Saul
Panadda Ngamsompon

Jeeranan Kumpongpan

Office
Bureau of International Cooperation, Office of the
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education,
Ratchadamnoen Nok Avenue, Bangkok 10300, Thailand.
Tel. 0 2628 5646-9, Fax 0 2281 0953

www.bic.moe.go.th
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