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From the Editor

Sawasdee to all our readers and
welcome to the January - March 2008 issue
of the Bulletin on International Cooperation.
The Bureau of International Cooperation would
like to dedicate this issue to the life and works
of Her Royal Highness Princess Galyani Vadhana
Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra who
passed away on January 2, 2008. The Princess,
will be remembered and remain in the hearts
of all Thai people.

In additon to a report on the 43
SEAMEC and the 3@ ASEAN Education
Ministers Meeting (ASED) which took place
in Malaysia during 12 - 15 March 2008, other
interesting articles include: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Valai
na Pombejr’s examination of the causes and
effects of Violence in Schools in which
the author also proposes ways to tackle this
problem; the annual Public Speaking
Competition 2008 on the theme New
Horizons, New Frontiers; and an account of the
2007 Exchange Program of the Korean
National Commission for UNESCO.

The World Heritage column in this issue
takes you to visit the first world heritage site in
France : Chartres Cathedral. This article, which
provides the historical background as well as
architectural description of the Cathedral, was
written by Ms. Savitri Suwansathit, Former
Deputy Permanent Secretary for Education
(International Division).

The Editorial team hopes all the articles
we have included will be of interest to our
readers. If you wish to make any comments,
please do not hesitate to contact us by e-mail :

We welcome your
feedback.
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Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang
Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra on 2 January 2008
was a great loss for all Thai People. The
Bureau of International Cooperation would
like to pay our respects in this issue of the
Bulletin by remembering the life and work of
the Princess. As an accomplished linguist,
the Princess became a professor in the
French language, history and literature at
Chulalongkorn University, as well as guest

lecturer at many others.
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The Ministry of Education, Malaysia, hosted
the 43® SEAMEO Council Conference (SEAMEC) at
the Mandarin Oriental Hotel in Kuala Lumpur during
13 - 14 March 2008. This annual meeting brought
together all the education ministers and high officials
of the eleven SEAMEO member states, focusing on
issues of access, equity and quality of education,
among other education policies and initiatives. It was
preceded by the ICT Conference and Exhibition on
10 - 12 March 2008 at the Kuala Lumpur Convention
Centre. The highlights of this year’s council conference
included the signing of the renewed Agreement
between SEAMEO and UNESCO, the Policy Forum
led by the MOE Malaysia looked at “Bridging the
Education Gap: Improving Access, Equity and Quality
- Southeast Asia and Beyond” There was also a
discussion forum on the progress of Education for
All in Southeast Asia. The 43'@ SEAMEC immediately
preceded the 3 ASEAN Education Ministers Meeting
(ASED) which took place on 15 March 2008.
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Making teachers more accountable for the
behaviour of their students, and tackling the problems
of bullying and sexual harassment in schools are
among the topics addressed by Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Valai na Pombejr, Chairperson of the Human Rights
Education Programme. The author identifies initiatives
taken by government and private sector in response
to these problems. For long term, sustainable solutions,
however, Dr. Valai underlines the promotion of moral
and ethical behaviour and the strengthening values
through, for example, participation in the Sister
Schools Project (ASPnet) as a way to develop a more

responsible, caring and sharing society.
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New Horizons, New Frontiers

Once again, the Thailand Public Speaking
Competition 2008 was jointly organized by the Thai
Ministry of Education and the English-Speaking Union
(ESU) Thailand.  This year’s competition, on the
theme New Horizons, New Frontiers, was divided
into two rounds. During the semi-finals, which took
place at the Ministry of Education on February 1,
2008, ten out of a total thirty nine secondary level
students and five out of twenty four university
students were selected to go through to the finals.
The final round was held at Pullman Bangkok King
Power on 14 March 2008. The Ministry of Education
would like to congratulate the two winners: Ms.
Kanyanat Piticharoen from Ekamai International
School, Bangkok and Mr. Tanawat Phaovibul from
Mahidol University, Bangkok. They will go on to
represent Thailand at the International Public
Speaking Competition which will be held in England
in May 2008. May we take this opportunity to wish

them every success in this event.
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The Korean National Commission for UNESCO

organized its 2007 Exchange Programme during
3 - 12 December, 2007. The objective of the
programme was to bring together staff from the
National Commissions of four countries in the region
to share experiences and exchange ideas on
UNESCO activities and to build understanding among
the Commissions. One representative from China,
one from Japan and two from Thailand had the
opportunity to meet with their counterparts from
the Korean National Commission for UNESCO.
Participants visited other umbrella organizations,
schools, museums, as well as Cheju Island, and

Jongmyo Royal Shrine, inscribed as a World Heritage

site in 1995.
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Thailand has been a Member State of UNESCO

since 1946. Since then, many UNESCO programmes
and initiatives have been imprinted in the Thai
memory. Amongst others, the presentation of the
Philae Medal to His Majesty the King by UNESCO
in 1991.  Other members of the Royal Family
recognized by UNESCO for their lifetime achieve-
ments are His Royal Highness Prince Mahidol of
Songkhla and Her Royal Highness Princess
Srinagarindra the Princess Mother who have joined
the UNESCO list of Great Personalities. In 1992,
UNESCO Headquarters in Paris held an exhibition to
commemorate the Centenary of the Birth of His

Royal Highness Prince Mahidol of Songkhla.
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Chartres Cathedral, the largest Cathedral in
France, was inscribed as a World Heritage List in
1979 and was the country’s first world heritage

site.  Partly built starting in 1145, and then in

reconstructed over a 26-year period after the fire of

1194, Chartres Cathedral marks the high point of
French Gothic art. The vast nave, the porches
adorned with sculptures and the magnificent
stained-glass windows, all in excellent condition,
combine to make this a masterpiece. Chartes
Cathedral is an example of best practices in the
management of tangible heritage and intangible

heritage.
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