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From the Editor
\ /

This is the second year of publication for the Bulletin on International
Cooperation of the Ministry of Education. We start this edition with the 324 General
Conference of UNESCO in 2003. The conference paid tribute to two great personalities
of Thailand by officially recognizing the following anniversaries.

- 200" anniversary on October 18, 2004 of the birth of His Majesty King

Mongkut (Rama V)
- 100" anniversary on March 31, 2005 of the birth of Kularb Saipradit
(Sri Burapa)

The Bureau of International Cooperation, as editorial team of the bulletin, is
pleased and proud of those great personalities no less than other Thai people and would
like to take this opportunity to share the anniversary by presenting a special article on
His Majesty King Mongkut's works and achievements.

The other major event in October 2004 is the World Teachers’ Day Exhibition,
convened by the Ministry of Education on October 5. The promulgation of the National
Education Act, called for changes in the teaching-learning process from teacher-centred
to student-centred. As we all know, this does not undermine the role of teachers in
any way, rather it emphasizes the need for constant updating of knowledge, skills and
abilities, especially with regard to the new teaching technologies. The article on
Knowledge development on international and Thai Economics : The role of teachers in
developing a knowledge based economy considers the new roles of teachers in the world
today.

As usual, articles outlining educational cooperation among the Ministry of
Education’s partners are included in this bulletin together with information on the visit
to China and Morocco of the Minister of Education in order to strengthen cooperation.

Finally, the translated article on Thailand’s English-Speaking Dilemma is
interesting for parents who need their children to have good English language skills.
The writer examines the English language learning ability of Thai students and

examines the trends in bilingual education in the world today.
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UNESCO has been participating in the commemoration of historic events and anniversaries

of eminent personalities celebrated by the Member States in order to give them worldwide

significance. In the case of Thailand, UNESCO has been associated with the celebration of

anniversaries of 14 great personalities as well as the commemoration of a historic event i.e.

the commemoration in 1996 of the 700th anniversary of the founding of Chiang Mai.
The General Conference of UNESCO, at its 327 session in 2003 paid tribute to additional
two great personalities of Thailand by deciding to be associated with the following anniversaries:
- 200th anniversary on October 18, 2004 of the birth of King Mongkut, Rama IV
- 100th anniversary on March 31, 2005 of the birth of Kularb Saipradit
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His Majesty King Mongkut, born on 18 October

1804, was the fourth monarch (Rama IV) of Chakri
Dynasty, the great grandfather of the present king, His

Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej (Rama IX), and a son

of King Rama 1l. During the fruitful seventeen years of

his reign, King Mongkut modernized the country

introducing scientific technologies and innovations in

many fields and also endeavoured to free people from

slavery which was an ancient practice.
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From 24-26 November 2004, Dr. Adisai Bodharamik,
Minister of Education led a group of high officials from
the Office of the Basic Education Commission together
with Directors of Educational Service Area Offices from
35 districts to Beijing. The purpose of the visit was to
observe educational management in schools. Both primary,
secondary schools and special sports schools were visited.
The group also spent time with the 67 Thai students of the
One District, One Scholarship Project who are now studying

in the city.
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Education Forum for Asia
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The Education Forum for Asia was established as a platform to
address issues facing the development of education in Asia and to high
light and support innovative approaches to educational development
goals, education policymaking and international cooperation in education.
The forum also works to address social and community development
concerns in the Asia region and to promote mutual understanding between
nations through cultural and scholarly exchange.

The plan for the development of the Education Forum for Asia,
the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) join with the Chinese Scholarship Council to collaborate
on developing a conference focused on international education and
the development of global talent and human resources in the Asia region.
In cooperation with Chinese Ministry of Education, all three organizations
worked to further develop these ideas into the creation of an education
forum.

On the 5th and 6th of December, 2003 a Meeting of Initiators
for the Education Forum for Asia was held in Beijing. The Initiators
Meeting of the Education Forum for Asia was, honored by the attendance
of 95 delegates from 19 countries and regions representing government
bodies, international organization, multinational companies as well as
education institutions and practitioners.

The Education Forum for Asia held its first annual conference in
Beijing, China on 23-24 August 2004.
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Address by

Dr. Adisai Boharamik, Minister of Education, Thailand

at the Education Forum for Asia : Education Cooperation in Asia
Beijing, China, August 24, 2004

Your Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn,

Excellencies,
Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honor for me to be
here today to address this gathering at
the Education Forum for Asia. | am happy
to share Thailand’s experiences and
challenges, and to learn from educational
policy makers and practitioners in the region.
May | also take this opportunity to
congratulate the organizers of the Forum
for the excellent arrangements of the
Conference.

[ will begin my presentation by
pointing out Thailand’s educational
activities and our education reform taking
place right now. As you all may well
aware, many countries, including Thailand,
were affected by the 1997 economic crisis.
It alerted us to the urgent need to
continuously upgrade people’s capacity to
cope with challenges and thrive in what
is now a very competitive global arena.
Since then, the budgetary allocation for
education in Thailand has exceeded that of
all other sectors. The share for education
as a proportion of GDP rose from 3.4
percent in 1994 to 4.2 percent in 2003.

This is a reflection of our belief in investing
in human development through education.

The Ministry of Education, Thailand,
is currently responsible for approximately
18.6 million students in formal education.
Student enrolment for pre-primary is
approximately 3 million, for primary
education is 5.8 million, for secondary is
5.73 million, and for higher education is
4.07 million. The literacy rate is over 90
percent. However, these figures only
demonstrate the quantity while quality still
requires improvement. Non-formal and
lifelong education has also been
emphasized, targeting especially youths
who have dropped out of the system and
the adult workforce.

Thailand’s twelve-year basic
education, comprising nine years of
compulsory and three years of high school,
is provided free of charge to all. This year,
two years of pre-primary education has
been provided free of charge to all.
Therefore, the Thai Government currently
provides fourteen years of free schooling.
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The government also plans to provide
income contingent loans to those who
want to further their higher education.
Thailand also gives high priority to
vocational and technical education since
we need to enhance human resource
capacity for Thailand’s rapid economic
growth.

When | was appointed Minister of
Education, | translated the policy to actual
activities and therefore, | initiated three
main pillars. The first pillar is the most
important element since it involves access
to education for all. It provides educational
opportunities not only to schools and
children but also to adults, the disadvan-
taged as well as the handicapped.

The second pillar is the improvement
of quality of education which concentrates
on educational management, quality of
teachers, curriculum and content, school
facilities, and educational materials both
conventional and electronic forms.

The third pillar concerns raising
educational standards. We aim to promote
research and development, study of
foreign languages and the use of ICT
in education. Our goal is to set higher
benchmarks up to the international
standards to enhance the nation’s
competitiveness.

| have a strong belief that education
should develop not only academic
achievements but the students must also
be physically, mentally and intellectually
healthy. | have found out that the existing
curriculum should be adjusted. Therefore,
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| have set a guideline for the school to
emphasize non-textbook activities more,
for example arts and music, sports and
teamwork activities.

We are all well aware that teachers
are the common concern to most countries,
particularly in Asia. In today’s world,
teachers must be able to keep abreast with
rapidly global changes. They should be
able to modify their mindsets and be ready
to adapt their teaching-learning methods.
Since ICT plays a key role in our daily life,
teachers must be able to integrate the use
of ICTs in the classroom to attract the
students with more  appropriate methods
of teaching and learning.

Among 32,000 schools, 10,800
are small-sized schools with less than 120
students. Most of these schools are in
remote and rural areas and difficult to
access. Those schools do not have
sufficient teachers. The students are from
poor families with malnutrition. Therefore,
| manage to provide them with more
equal educational opportunities by rotating
teachers to help teaching in those schools,
providing mobile computer units, allocating
additional budget for educational equipment
and materials. Special incentives are also
provided to teachers to teach in these
schools. | am sure that these rural students
are as competent as those in the cities
and urban areas, but they only lack an
opportunity to have equal education.
Therefore, by the end of the academic
year, | can assure you that they will
be able to substantially improve their

@



academic performance.

At this point, | would like to under-
line the enormous respect and profound
appreciation Thai people have for His
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, and
indeed all members of the Royal Family
in promoting educational development,
especially in remote and mountainous
areas. His Majesty the King initiated
the Distance Learning Project through
satellite. The project broadcasts most of
the subjects in the curriculum including
the teaching foreign languages.

Her Majesty Queen Sirikit also
initiated Arts and Craft Training Center to
assist people in rural areas and provide
training in professional skills to ensure that
they will be able to earn extra income.

As you witnessed in the keynote
address of Her Royal Highness Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn yesterday, Her
Royal Highness is very keen on education
and has been a real practitioner in this
area for many years. Her Royal Highness
has expressed that access to education
is a human right which means that every
citizen must have equal educational
opportunity. At present, Her Royal
Highness has initiated and continuously
monitored many educational projects not
only in Thailand but also in neighboring
countries, offering financial support to set
up a college in Cambodia and ensuring
both secondary and vocational education
to people in the community. For this
reason, Her Royal Highness has been
invited to be a UNESCO Goodwill

©)

Ambassador for the Empowerment of
Minority Children through Education and
Culture.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| have pointed out to you what
Thailand is doing at present. However,
it is not possible for Thailand to move on
to achieve the goal of education alone.
In the world of interdependence, it is
important to move along together,
particular we, in Asia, since we have
similar values and cultures. Forums like
this should be encouraged so that we can
share and exchange our experiences and
best practices. Joint research among
countries in Asia should be initiated.

What | would like to suggest is a
strong network among Asian countries by
exchanging information and personnel at
all levels, namely students, teachers, and
administrators, both short and long term.
| would also like to encourage the
accreditation among educational institutes
to ensure that we will be able to become
an educational community.

Once again, | would like to thanks
the organizers for providing me an
opportunity to share with you Thailand’s
experience in education activities and
reform. | am confident that if we are all
committed to achieving the goal of
educational development for the benefits
of our region, our mutual goodwill and
common resolve will enable us to succeed
in paving the way for a bright future for
the numerous children and youth of Asia.

Thank you. O

115 SANNTINABAUAUSZIVA 209n2NTWANWIEATS ALA. - G.A. 47



SIS NNMSNSNSIIFANNSMS

iiauluSanln

a € o
9l35qil b Iy
9 q v

“ oAl
23110 " U N

At the invitation of the Moroccan Ministry

of Education, Dr.Adisai Bodharamik, Minister of

Education and high officials from the Office of the

Non-Formal Education Commission paid a visit to

Morocco from 19-22 July 2004. The purpose of the

visit was to explore areas for possible cooperation in

education and to strengthen relations between Thailand

and Morocco.
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The One District, One Scholarship Project is a government

project which provides scholarships to Thai secondary school

students from low income families to enable them to continue
their studies at university level in Thailand or abroad. In 2004,

921 scholarships were awarded and more than 50% of students

decided to go abroad.

This paper reports on the visit to France and Germany by
the Minister of Education and High Officials from the Ministry of
Education during 9-13 September 2004
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The SEAMEO High Officials Meeting (HOM) is convened by the SEAMEO Secretariat
towards the end of the year. The meeting provides for a cooperative study of the items to be
taken up in the SEAMEO Council Conference by the high officials of the Ministries of
Education of the SEAMEO Member Countries, representatives of the Associated Member,
Centre Directors, Network Coordinators and the Secretariat. The main purpose of the HOM

is to assist the Council in expediting its actions on the agenda items.
The 27t High Officials Meeting was held from 1-3 December 2004 in Bangkok,
Thailand. The meeting was opened by Mr. Piyabutr Cholvijarn, Vice Minister for Education

and attended by representatives from 9 SEAMEO Member Countries (except Myanmar),

4 Associate Members and observers.
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The APEC Sister School Networking (ASSN), a collaborative
project between the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs aims to provide opportunities for students, teachers and school

administrators in APEC economies to build a cooperative and supportive

community network and exchange experiences in a friendly, academic

environment.

This paper reports on the Seminar for Members of APEC Sister

Schools Networking which was held in Bangkok, Chonburi, Chantaburi

and Trad from 27 September - 1 October 2004. It outlines activities and

provides an evaluation of the seminar.
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The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Culture Organization
(UNESCO) has proclaimed October 5th, World Teachers Day. The Ministry of
Education fully supports this move as it has long recognized the vast contribution

of teachers. Even though Thai education reform has led to changes in the role

of teachers, they are still seen as the key to national development.

To share this occasion in Thailand, Her Royal Highness Princess Maha

Chakri Sirindhorn presided over the opening of the World Teachers Day
Exhibition, held at Khurusapha on 5 October 2004. The Ministry of Education
also organized an award ceremony to acknowledge outstanding teachers with
the title Model Teacher of the year.
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The Ministry of Education is charged with expanding educational

opportunities and ensuring access to education for all. Steps are being taken

to bring about changes in the educational system which aim to increase

international competitiveness.

This paper describes the connection between the development of a

knowledge based economy, improvements in human resources and the future

development of the country. It dicusses the central role of teachers in this

process of making students into effective knowledge workers who are not

only able to access information but also have the critical and analytical

skills to transform information into knowledge.
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The Worlds Childrens Prize for the Rights of the Child (WCPRC) has been named by
the Swedish government as a National Millennium Project. The WCPRC cooperates with many
organizations, media projects and school authorities around the world. It awards two unique prizes:
The World s Children s Prize, which is decided by a jury of children and the Global Friends Award.
These prizes are awarded to individuals or organizations that have made an outstanding

contribution to the rights of the child.

This paper gives background information on the World Children s Prize for the Rights of
Children and describes the 2004 award ceremony. It also includes a short summary of the life and
work of Mrs. Prateep Ungsongtham Hata, the 2004 prize winner, who has spent 35 years fighting
to give tens of thousands of poor children in slums and rural areas a better life and the chance

to go to school.
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With almost half the population of Morocco are illiterate,

this presents a major obstacle to development in the country.

In response, the government of Morocco has declared a

national action plan to tackle the problem which aims to

decrease the percentage from 48% to 35% of the population by

the year 2007.

This paper has been translated from the official document

of the Moroccan Ministry of Education. It describes the plan,

promulgated on 14 February 2003. The paper also provides

information of the lives of some uneducated people in Morocco.
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Learning a second language need not be so

difficult for Thai children as long as they start when

the are young. This is the conclusion of Ashali Varma

in a paper entitled, Thailands English-Speaking

Dilemma .

The writer examines the English language

learning ability of Tha students, based on practical

experience and presents the case for speaking English

in the world today.
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Teachers from smaller, provincial, primary and secondary schools

under the Office of the Basic Education Commission joined a

second ICT training programme at Nanyang Polytechnic in Singapore.

The course is designed to develop teachers knowledge and computer

skills. Approximately 300 teachers attended the first, very successful

training in April 2004 and as a result a further 400 teachers were given
the same opportunity in October 2004. Apart from knowledge acquired
from the training, participants had the chance to improve their English

language skills, exchange culture as well as to observe different

educational technology used in schools in Singapore.
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H.E. Mrs. Leela krishnamurthy Ponappa, the

Indian Ambassador called on Education Minister,
Mr. Adisai Bodharamik at the Ministry of Education
on 30 November 2004 before her departure since her
term in office expired.

H.E. the Ambassador and the Minister exchanged

ideas on educational cooperation between India and

Thailand. Discussions focused on efforts to develop of

teaching methodology and English language learning
in Thai primary and secondary schools.
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At the invitation of the Thai Ministry of
Education, H.E. Dr. Kol Pheng, Senior
Minister and Minister of Education, Youth
and Sports of Cambodia accompanied by
other high officials paid a visit to Thailand
during 21-26 December 2004. The main
purpose of the visit was to promote
cooperation between Cambodia and Thailand
in education and joint projects which will
be carried out in the near future.
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THE BULLETIN ON INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
OF THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

1. To disseminate updated summaries
on the work of the Ministry of Education
and collaborating organizations on
international cooperation

2. To serve as a reference point and
platform to stimulate further research
into specific programmes and activities

3. To promote the exchange of ideas
and information to develop future

cooperation

Date of Issue

The Bulletin is a quarterly periodical

issued in January, April, July and

October.

- Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Education
- Deputy Permanent Secretary

for Education (Foreign Affairs)

Bureau of International Cooperation,
Office of the Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Education,

Ratchadamnoen Nok Avenue,

Bangkok 10300, Thailand.

Tel. 0 2628 5646-9,

Fax. 0 2281 0953
http://www.moe.go.th/icpomoe

http://www.thainatcom.org

Churairat Sangboonnum
Director,

Bureau of International Cooperation

Mana Pornkaewchan

<Assista nt Edito rs>

Paisal Wisalaporn
Orachart Suebsith
Duriya Amatavivat
Mana Pornkaewchan
Yuwadee Phooriphokhai
Elizabeth Saul

Utaivan Chokbunyasit
Patsri Siriprapa
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Joint Message on the occasion of World Teachers’ Day, 5 October 2004

On World Teachers’ Day, and on any other day for that matter, the basic message that
a teacher needs to receive is quite simple. “We appreciate you”. That message cannot be
repeated often enough, by those of us in the United Nations family and by those who interact
with you every day.

We highly appreciate you having chosen this profession, one so fundamental to society,
and the fact that you continue in it, despite - and often because of - the challenges you face.
We value the initiatives you take in opening doors of knowledge and tolerance for each girl
and boy. We are aware of what your profession demands of you” of your responsibilities and
of your rights. We acknowledge the difficulty of your task, and the fact that it takes professional
training and a decent work environment to teach well. We appreciate the care you take to
direct your knowledge at children with special needs, and your awareness that all students have
individual needs. We value your ability, developed through training and experience, to listen
to your students and to shift the responsibility of being a learner from your shoulders to theirs.

In sum, we appreciate you, and we call upon parents, community leaders, business people,
trade unions and government officials, especially educational authorities, to find a way, this

World Teachers’ Day, to tell you just that, in their own words and in their own way.

P P /\/Cunoé"\'

Koichiro Matsuura Juan Somavia
Director-General Director-General
UNESCO ILO

Mot il i Cﬁbﬁ

Mark Malloch Brown Carol Bellamy
Administrator Executive Director
UNDP UNICEF

1 wiwifosluiuazlan davinlay asdmsdnm negem a3 usriwusTIuuny wiszsd@ (UNESCO) a9fins
usIUIEnIWYEme  (ILO) lassniswwuiuny w1718 (UNDP) uazadfn1inasnuanuny niszo1m1d

(UNICEF) sgaziBundmldluarviisos “Tuazlan’
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