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From the Editor

In September 2003, the Ministry of Education gave its approval to the Bureau
of International Cooperation for the launch of this new publication entitled the Bulletin on
International Cooperation of the Ministry of Education. The bulletin has three main
objectives.  Firstly, to disseminate updated summaries on the work of the Ministry of
Education and collaborating organisations on international co-operation. Secondly, to
serve as a reference point and platform to stimulate further research into specific
programmes and activities. Finally, to promote the exchange of ideas and information to

develop future co-operation.

The Bureau of International Cooperation has been the focal point for the Ministry
of Education (MOE) in international cooperation since it was first established in 1948.
The mission of the Bureau is to coordinate, promote and develop cooperation between
the Thai Ministry of Education (MOE), international governments and education-related
organizations and institutions. At the same time, it serves as Secretariat of the Thai National
Commission for the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) and Secretariat of the Thai National Committee for the Southeast Asian Ministers
of Education Organization (SEAMEOQO). This first issue of the Bulletin on International
Cooperation provides information on some of these major partners as well as summaries

of selected activities.

On behalf of the Editorial Board, we hope that all contents presented here will be
beneficial to readers. Subscriptions to this new Bulletin can be made free of charge by
sending a letter to Director of the Bureau of International Cooperation, Office of Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of Education, Rajadamnoen Nok Avenue, Dusit 1300, Bangkok.
We would also like to ask your help to disseminate the Bulletin to a wider audience for

maximum benefit.

Thank you.
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International Cooperation
of the Ministry of Education, Thailand

Changing conditions, chiefly as a result of globalization, have affected the world
community on various fronts. There has been a drive to advance economic reform
globally, combined with moves to promote regional economic groupings at both bilateral and
multi-lateral levels. Information Communication Technology has become an important tool
to support all aspects of life. With regard education and, in particular, human resource
development, there is now a much broader focus, taking into account issues of access,

quality and standards.

This article outlines what has been happening in Thailand where the new National
Education Act (NEA), promulgated in B.E 2542 (1999), introduced a comprehensive
programme of education reform nationwide. These reforms sought to improve both the
educational process and management and to pave the way for Thailand becoming a

knowledge-based and learning society. The article also highlights some of the key aspects

of the reform and discusses various forms of international cooperation and collaboration.
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About ‘SEANEO

T;le Southeast Asian Ministers of
(SEAMEO)
established in November 1965 as a chartered

Education Organization was
international organization whose purpose is to
promote cooperation in education, science and
culture in the Southeast Asian region.

SEAMEOQO at present consists of (10)
Member Countries, namely Brunei Darussalam,
Lao PDR,

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam and

Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Union of Myanmar; and (6) Associate Member
Countries that include Australia, Canada, France,
Germany, the Netherlands, New Zealand, and
one Affiliate Member : The International Council for
Open and Distance Education (ICDE).

The Organization has 15 established
Regional Centres of Excellence, namely
BIOTROP, INNOTECH, RECSAM, RELC, RIHED,
SEARCA, SPAFA,  TROPMED/
TROPMED/Philippines, TROPMED/
TROPMED/Thailand, = VOCTECH,
Training Centre, Regional Open Learning Centre
and CHAT.

Seven Areas of Priorities of SEAMEO
(1) 2)
Preventive Health Education (3) Culture and
(4)
Technology (5) Languages (6) Poverty Alleviation

Malaysia,
Indonesia
Regional

are Quality & Equity in Education

Tradition Information & Communication

(7) Agriculture and Natural Resources.
Since 1996 SEAMEO undertook the
development and promotion of a school adoption

Dr. Kantatip Singhaneti*

in Member Countries under the
SEAMEO
Involvement Programme. The first school to

programme

project  entitled Community
be adopted by the Secretariat is Ban Prue Wai
School, a primary school in the rural area of
In June 2001

Ban Subsanoon school in Muak Lek District,

Phanom Sarakham District.

Saraburi Province was adopted after termina-
tion of Ban Prue Wai. The activities were focused
on the development of the school capacities
in five areas : school management, mathe-
matics, science, English, and computer.

As for the Project on Regional
Cooperation on Quality and Equity in
(QEE) in SEAMEO Member

countries, under the SEAMEO-France Education

Education

Quality Improvement Programme, 11 headmas-
ters and master teachers from Cambodia,
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam undertook a
Study Visit to the 14 model schools in Thailand,
Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia on 13 - 29
August 2003 and then prepared an action plan to
improve their schools based on the experience
gained from the study visit. The SEAMEO-QEE
Forum and Exhibition was held during 6 - 8
August 2003 at Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya to
share and to showcase the teachers’ best QEE
practices.For further information, Please see
www.SEAMEO.org O

’ Information officer, SEAMEQO Secretariat, Bangkok
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C_THAILAND - UNESCO COOPERATION >

UNESCO - the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization - is

one of the Specialized Agencies under the United Nations umbrella. Created on November
16, 1945 with the adoption of its Constitution, UNESCO was officially established on
November 4, 1946. On January 1, 1949, Thailand joined UNESCO as its 49" Member
State. In accordance with the constitutional requirement of the Organization, the Council of
Ministers authorized the appointment of the National Commission, with the Minister of
Education serving as Chairman; the Permanent Secretary of Education as Vice-Chairman;
and the Deputy Permanent Secretary of Education (Foreign Affairs) as Secretary-General
of the National Commission. On October 26, 1949, the Council of Ministers approved the
establishment of the Secretariat of the National Commission, based at the External Relations
Division (the present Bureau for International Cooperation), Office of the Permanent
Secretary for Education. The Secretariat serves as national coordinating body for activities
related to the five fields of UNESCO’s competence, namely: education, science, culture,

social sciences and mass communication and information.

This paper outlines the historical background of the organization and mechanism for the
functioning of UNESCO, namely : the General Conference, the Executive Board and
the Secretariat. The paper explains the structure, responsibilities, the role of the Ministry
of Education in Thailand’s cooperation with UNESCO, Thailand’s financial contribution to
the organization as well as explores the benefits derived from this collaboration in terms

of advancement in the various fields of UNESCO competence since it is an organization

for intellectual cooperation and not a funding/loan agency.
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@operation in Education with ASEAN

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) was established on 8 August

1967 in Bangkok by the five original member countries, namely: Indonesia, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. Today, ASEAN encompasses ten countries in
Southeast Asia and has evolved into one of the most influential regional associations in
the world. Brunei Darussalam joined ASEAN in 1984, Vietnam in 1995, Laos and Myanmar
in 1997 and Cambodia in 1999. The purpose of the association is to bring together the
countries in the Southeast Asia region in order to promote peace, stability of politics and
economic growth, as well as to strengthen relationships among countries in the region and

international organizations.

In this paper, the Ministry of Education’s cooperation with ASEAN to develop human
resource equivalent to other nations is explored, including Thailand’s participation on
the ASEAN Committee on Education (ASCOE), seminars and conferences, exchange

programmes among member countries. The paper also describes Thailand’s role as host

for the Third ASEAN Student Exchange at Secondary Education Level.
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@acific Economic Cooperation (APEC

APEC was established in 1989 as a new mechanism for multilateral cooperation

among the 21 member economies in the Asia-Pacific region. APEC aims to sustain contin-

uous development and to raise standards and improve quality in specific areas including

education. The Ministry of Education of Thailand has been working closely with other APEC

members within the framework of the Education Network (EDNET) under the Human

Resource Development working Group (HRDWG) since 1992. The main purpose of the

Network is to identify strategies to overcome the major challenges to APEC students in the

218t century and to share valuable expertise and best practices in the region.

This paper focuses on the Ministry of Education’s collaboration with APEC on

projects such as the APEC Cyber Education Cooperation and the APEC Learning Community

for Shared Prosperity under the leadership of the Republic of Korea, the Knowledge Bank

of Policy and Practice hosted by the U.S.A., the APEC Sister Schools Network Project as

part of APEC Thailand 2003 and the Ministry’s Participation in the 3"d APEC Education

Ministerial Meeting to be organized by Chile which aims to formulate strategies to prepare

APEC students with the skills needed to face the coming challenges in the 218t century.
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An Addre¢

1957

His Excellency Mr. Pongpol Adireksarn, Minister of Education, Thailand
Head of Delegation of Thailand
At UNESCO’s 32" Session of the General Conference, Paris
September 30, 2003

Mr. President,

Madam Chairperson of the Executive Board,
Mr. Director-General,

Distinguished Delegates and Observers,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Thai Delegation
and myself, may | extend our warmest
congratulations to you on your election to
the presidency of the Thirty-second
Session of UNESCO General Conference.
| am firmly convinced that under your
dynamic and able leadership, this session
of the Conference will be steered to a

successful conclusion.

Mr. President,
We warmly welcome the return to
UNESCO of the United States of America,

which has restored once more the

universality of the Organization. The return

of the U.S.A. will indeed help to

consolidate UNESCQ’s financial position
to us. However, the universality of UNESCO’s
membership is far more important. | would
also like to welcome East Timor for its
arrival to UNESCO family.

The Thai Delegation would like to
express its appreciation to the UNESCO
Director-General and members of the
Secretariat for their hard work and effort in
preparing document C/5, which will serve
as a road map to the Organization in the
forthcoming biennium. As the international
lead agency for education, natural
sciences and social sciences, culture and
communication, the scope of UNESCO

is undeniably broad. It is expected to
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serve as a laboratory of ideas, a

standardsetter, a clearing-house, a
capacitybuilder in Member States, and
a catalyst for international cooperation.
| appreciate the Director-General’s strong
determination to implement the three
essential strategies of concentration,

rationalization, and decentralization.

Mr. President,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Undoubtedly, education plays a
critical role in human development. Thus,
Thailand appreciates that UNESCO has
placed education as the highest priority
among its fields of competence. | am
delighted that UNESCO continues to
highlight education in the current C/5
document, particularly basic education for
all which includes lifelong learning and
quality of education. This has been

of major concern to Thailand as

demonstraed through its commitment to

a major five-pronged programme of

education reform focusing on: reform of

educational structure; reform learning;

reform of educational administration

and services; reform of teachers and

educational personnel; and reform of

educational resources and investment.
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The concepts of quality and relevancy
cut across all five areas so as to serve
local demands while enabling learners
to keep up with new challenges, and
assuring them employability. As a result,
Thailand’s educational budget this year
is given top priority. Regarding natural
sciences in Major Programme Il of the
C/5 document, Thailand appreciates the
efforts of UNESCO in supporting science,
environment and sustainable development.
Millennium Development Goal number seven
focuses on environmental sustainability
and states that more than one in four
persons in nine countries do not have
access to safe water. We therefore

recommend that UNESCO underlines
water resource management and water
sustainability in its programs in the
science sector. The capacity of national
competitiveness is also based on the
advancement of science and technology.
And hence, Thailand supports UNESCQO’s
programme on capacity-building in science
and technology for development. In terms
of the ethics of science and technology,
Thailand encourages UNESCO to play
a key role in raising awareness in both
professionals and the general public. The

exchange of best practices and information



in bioethics among Member States is also

encouraged. In this regard, Thailand

supports the tasks of UNESCO’s
Commission on the Ethics of Scientific
Knowledge and Technology (COMEST),
particularly in the establishment of ethics
networks and teaching programmes in
Asia. Hence, Thailand has submitted
the International

its candidature to

Bioethics Committee. Thailand also
supports the flagship programmes related
to environmental issues on IGCP, IHP,
IOC, and MAB. It is well recognized that
the challenges of environment and natural
resources management are key factors
to human security which is one of the
highest priorities on Thailand’s national
agenda. We commend UNESCO’s key
role in linking science and environmental
concerns to other areas in terms of social
well-being and sustainability. The current
government has placed high priority on
human security and the need to alleviate
poverty and to address basic needs,
namely physical, spiritual or emotional, in
an attempt to reduce the potential for
conflict and social unrest. | would therefore
recommend that UNESCO strengthen its
existing Associated Schools Project (ASP)

so that we will be able to promote
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peaceful coexistence in the global village in
the minds of youth. Thailand also supports
the UNESCO Universal Declaration on
Cultural Diversity since it reflects in our
National Cultural Policy. In this connection,
Thailand would like to urge UNESCO to
initiate follow-up activities to reinforce the
commitment of the Declaration. In the
world of diverse cultures, Thailand would
like to support the safeguarding and
preservation of traditional values where
people should learn to respect each
culture. The safeguarding of physical
cultural heritage has played an important
part of Thailand’s strategy to encourage
young people to take an active role in the
preservation and protection of their culture.
It is our belief that programmes leading
to greater cultural awareness and
understanding of cultural diversity should
not be underrated.

We cannot deny that during the
past decade ICT has become an important
tool to support all

ICT has

aspects of social
development. infiltrated every
sector of society and is vital in building a
knowledge society. Dialogue between
public and private sectors, together with
representatives of all stakeholder groups

including civil society, should be promoted
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to link the policy sector and the
implementing sector. Thailand supports two
international programmes related to the
promotion of communication and information,
namely the International Programme for
Development of Communication (IPDC)
and the Information for All Programme
(IFAP). As communication is one of the
area under UNESCO’s missions,
UNESCO should play an important role in
preparation for the World Summit on
Information Society. Thailand supports the
flagship activity on Memory of the World
since it provides documentary heritage
to remind future generations of past
achievements. It also links past and present

and inspires creativity in future initiatives.

Mr. President,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On this occasion, | would like to
congratulate the Director-General of
UNESCO and the Secretariat on being
entrusted as lead agency for two major UN
assignments, namely the promotion of two

Decades, the United Nations Literacy
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Decade (2003 - 2012) and the United

Nations Decade of Education for
Sustainable Development (2005 -2014).
It is a challenging task for UNESCO to host
these two decades in the sense that it
requires partnership with various sectors
and levels of organization. As a member of
UNESCO, Thailand was proud to be the
venue of the Regional Launch of the
United Nations Literacy Decade early this
month. We look forward to offering our
continued support to UNESCO in the
fulfillment of its mission to promote these
decades in every possible way.

| would like to conclude by
reaffirming Thailand’s continued commitment
and adherence to the ideals and objectives
of UNESCO. We will continue to provide
the organization with the necessary

intellectual and material support for
achievement of the three fundamental
principles of UNESCO that are inseparable,
that is to say universality, diversity and

dignity.

Thank you for your attention. [
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UNESCO United Nations Educational,

Scientific and Cultural
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SEAMEO

ASEAN

APEC

SEAMEC

SEAMES

BIOTROP

CHAT

Twena Srnannsel

Southeast Asian Ministers of
Education Organization
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The Association of South -
East Asian Nations
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Asia  Pacific Economic
Cooperation
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Southeast Asian Ministers of
Education Council
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nzineanieals
Southeast Asian Ministers of
Educational Secretariat
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RECSAM

RELC

RETRAC

RIHED

SEAMOLEC

SEAMEO Regional Centre for

Education Innovation and
Technology
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Education in Science and
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SEAMEO Regional Language
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SEAMEO Regional Training
Centre
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SEAMEO Regional

for

Institute
Higher Education and
Development
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for Open Learning
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SEARCA

SPAFA

VOCTECH :

TROPMED :

UN

UNDP

UNICEF

WTO

FAO

SEAMEO Regional Centre for
graduate study and Research
in Agriculture
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SEAMEO Regional
for Archaeology and Fine Arts
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SEAMEO Regional Centre for
Vocational

Centre

and Technical
Education
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#iile <cuagiiuglumy M
SEAMEO Regional Tropical
Medicine and Public Health
Network
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United Nations Organization
29ANT U225
United Nations Development
Programme
lAsemswmmure wuszanzng
United Nations Children’s Fund
BOANIININULANLAY #i-
Usznaa
World Trade Organization
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Food and Agriculture Organization
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ILO

ITU

MOU

EU

COSD

ASCOE

COCI

AUN

ERIC

ADB

ASEAN+3
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World Health Organization
aernsawnelan

International Labour Organization
DIANTSUINIHIERINNUSENA
International Telecommunication
Unit

AN INIANWIANTZAIIUSNA
Memorandum of Understanding
dniinAansla

European Union

wnmglsy
ASEAN Committee on Social
Development
AMZNIINNITENTEWAIBATS
WelYY IAN
ASEAN
Education
ANIZNTINAINTERETWATFN
ASEAN Committee on Culture
and Information
AMZNTINNTT8L T8 NINAE
TUTTTNLAZ WA
ASEAN University Network
lrsensiASadnenniinenae
aAe

Committee on

English Resource and
Instruction Centre
AWINRININITZEU-N1T %
MWDING W

Asian Development Bank
swimsansWaWLrsade
Asian-China, Japan and The
Republic of Korea Relationship
A “HiuSaBeniuTn i
WAz 1571IUIFNING
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ICDE

ACCC

SEDF

HOM

FOM

SEDB

CIDA

International  Council  on
Distance Education
A152RINNUSLINARIWBATS
Anwmalng  <coafilssing
waslE>
Associate of Canadian
Community College
NAHINY I YNIURILAWIAN
<soagilmsauln  Uszina
LAYIAT>
SEAMEO Educational
Development Fund
ﬂammﬁ'aﬁﬁummiﬁnuwm
#iila
High Officials Meeting
msUssgsidmingionl (szsu
Uanneznse)  2a9Uszind
a3nddile
SEAMEO Financial Operation
Manual
ANUJURNI3A11N1513%289
#4ila
SEAMEO Education Development
Bond
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2997510
Canadian International
Development Agency
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THE BULLETIN ON INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
OF THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

Objectives

1. To disseminate updated summaries
on the work of the Ministry of Education
and collaborating organizations on inter-
national cooperation

2. To serve as a reference point and
platform to Stimulate further research into
specific programmes and activities

3. To promote the exchange of ideas
and information to develop future cooper-

ation

Mana Pornkaewchan

Advisors

- Permanent Secretary, Ministry of
Education
- Deputy Permanent Secretary for

Education (Foreign Affairs)

Date of Issue

The Bulletin is a quarterly periodical
issued in January, April, July and

October.

Churairat Sangboonnam

Director, Burean of International Cooperation

Burean of International Cooperation,
office of the Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Education, Ratchadamnoen
Nok Avenue, Bangkok 10300, Thailand.
Tel. 0 2628 5646-9

Fax 0 2281 0953

<Assistant Editors>

Paisal Wisalaporn
Phimwarat Muangnil
Utaivan Chokbunyasit

Anan Raidee

Editorial Board

Paisal Wisalaporn
Orachart Suebsith
Duriya Amatavivat
Yuwadde Pooriphokhai

Mana Pornkaewchan
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The Bulletin on International Gooperation of The Ministry
of Education is a quarterly periodical publication.
Gorrespondence should be addressed tTo the Bureau of
Intfernational Gooperation, Ministry of Education, Bangkok
10300, Thailand.
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