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Among the many interesting articles in this issue, the Bulletin
on International Cooperation Thailand is pleased to report on global
and regional celebrations as well as a very special anniversary.

The first of these events, International Literacy Day which is
celebrated on September 8" each year, was established as an
advocacy initiative under the United Nations International Literacy
Decade (2003-2012). It serves as a reminder to the global

and Informal Education for the special article he has contributed which
focuses on literacy in Thailand and calls for a redefinition of functional

literacy to enhance the quality and competitiveness of people in today’s
changing world.

At the regional level, ASEAN Day on August 8" was marked
by an awareness raising event, held at Chulalongkorn University in
Bangkok. Teachers, educational personnel, and students benefited
from a frank exchange of opinions on the challenges and opportunities
for members of the ASEAN community during lively panel sessions
lead by representatives from government agencies, industry and key
figures from national media.

With regard to special anniversary celebrations, 2011 was a
significant year as Thailand and Portugal commemorated five
hundred years of diplomatic relations. To mark this auspicious occasion,
a special academic seminar on Portuguese study was organised to
strengthen knowledge and understanding on the political, economic,
social, cultural and educational ties between the two countries.

The Bulletin also continues its regular feature on the World
Heritage Sites, visiting Kaziranga Park on the banks of Brahmaputra
River in India. The site is praised for the conservation of threatened
species such as the one-horned rhinoceros and Indian elephant.

Current and earlier issues of the Bulletin can be found in the
Bulletin archives at www.bic.moe.go.th

Until the next issue!
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ﬁ ﬂ r] u ﬂ ’] s mﬂ '] 5 ’jﬁ u \j ﬂ a ' Lite.racy s the basic skill needed for knowledge acquisition

and is therefore an indicator of the quality of a country’s citizens.
llliteracy occurs for a number of reasons. In some cases, people lack
or have limited educational opportunity, others have learning disorders
and for others it is a question of practice if they are not required to read
or write in their daily lives.

The illiteracy rate in Thailand was as high as 58 percent in 1932, the year which
brought a change from an absolute to a constitutional monarchy. With just under half
the population denied access to information and knowledge, it was recognized that equality
as a fundamental principle of democracy was being undermined. Consequently, the Adult
Education Division was established to develop the curriculum, textbooks and materials as
well as to organize teacher training and to administrate relevant schools. During 1977-1987,
all sectors in Thailand joined forces in a nationwide campaign which saw the illiteracy rate fall
from 10.5 to 2.5 percent. This outstanding success was acknowledged with Thailand being
awarded the UNESCO’s Norma Prize.

To function effectively in today’s changing world, people need knowledge and skills.
ICT literacy, social and cultural awareness, linguistic and communication skills are among the
essentials a quality education should provide. With the establishment of the ASEAN Economic
Community in 2015, it is necessary to redefine “literacy” in Thai society in order to
enhance the quality and competitiveness of Thai people.
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The observance of ASEAN Day on g" August each year is seen as

a means to increase awareness and consciousness of ASEAN among

citizens of the ten ASEAN Member Countries, as well as to promote

and establish an ASEAN identity, across the region. Region-wide
activities and programmes help to stimulate people to “Think, Feel
and Act ASEAN”. In 2011, the Thai Ministry of Education and
Chulalongkorn University marked the occasion by jointly organizing
a day of academic talks at the Chulalongkorn Conference Room.
Representatives from government agencies, industry as well as
key figures from national media were invited to participate in panel
discussions on how people can prepare themselves to fully participate

in and benefit from the establishment of the ASEAN Community in 2015.

< Appr(iximately 1,000 education administrators, teachers, students

" and members of the general public attended the event.
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The Chair of ASEAN is rotated among the ten ASEAN member
countries on an annual basis. During Indonesia’s term in 2011, steps
were taken to accelerate progress towards the successful attainment
of an ASEAN Community in 2015. It has long been recognized that
education underpins all community building efforts. Thus, apart
from the regular ministerial and senior officials’ meetings which are
scheduled annually under the education portfolio, Indonesia also
acted as hosts to an Informal ASEAN Education Ministers’ Meeting,
ASEAN+3 Education Ministers’ Meeting and East Asia Summit
Education Ministers’ Meeting in Bali, Indonesia between 17 and
18 July, 2011. The Meetings reviewed the mechanisms and action

plans of the different ASEAN groupings.
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The 55" Governing Board Meeting of SEAMEO

INNOTECH was organized in Indonesia between 27
and 30 September 2011. The purpose of the meeting
was to exchange viewpoints and best practices
under the SEAMEO INNOTECH Regional Education
Program (SIREP) as well as to develop the educational
systems, technological infrastructure, networks and
cooperation partnerships and operational structure of
INNOTECH. In addition, several approaches to
decentralization of education were discussed and

a relevant research study was presented by Indonesia.
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Five centuries ago, Portugal was the first western power to establish

diplomatic relations with Thailand. To commemorate the five hundredth

anniversary (1511-2011), the Bureau of International Cooperation joined

forces with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Burapha University, Khon Kaen i

University, Chulalongkorn University, Thammasat University to organize
two seminars aimed at strengthening knowledge and understanding on the
political, economic, social, cultural and educational ties between the two
countries. Burapha University and Khon Kaen University were selected as
the venue for these activities as these universities already have established
linkages with institutions in Portugal. A range of activities were included to
attract people of all age groups. For example, primary students were invited
to submit pictures illustrating the relationship in a drawing competition
and their work was displayed in a special exhibition; secondary students
demonstrated their knowledge in a special quiz; university students

articulated the relationship by participating in an essay writing competition;

and academics raised awareness of educational opportunities talking about |

their experiences studying at Portuguese universities. In addition,
all participants were treated to displays of dancing and
were able to learn about the Portuguese origins of

some well known Thai desserts.
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Kaziranga Park is situated on the banks

of the Brahmaputra River in the state of

Assam, India. It covers an area of 430 square

kilometers and was inscribed on the World

Heritage List in 1985. Home to the world's

largest population of one-horned rhinoceroses and thousands of
migratory birds from as far afield as Siberia, it is also a recognized
conservation site for fifteen of the world’s rare and endangered
animals. The area is submerged annually by the flood waters
of the Brahmaputra and abounds with fertile soils which are
alluvial deposits of the Brahmaputra and its tributaries. Including
local communities in the management of the site is an important

strategy to address the challenges resulting from the flooding as

well as human activity.
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capped langur, hoolock gibbon, tiger
Panthera tigris, leopard, sloth bear, Ganges
dolphin, otter, wild boar, water buffalo, gaur,
sambar, swamp deer, hog deer and Indian

v
muntjac. laglannzALazazHAI919 wTe
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on international cooperation
2. To serve as a reference point and platform to stimulate further research into specific programmes and activities
3. To promote the exchange of ideas and information to develop future cooperation
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