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1.Full Title of the Project: A 100th anniversary of King Prajadhipok of Siam's
commencement of service in Thailand and anniversary of the 10th Asian cycle of his
birth:

1.1. The Tenth Zodiac Cycle of His Birth (8 November, 2013)

1.2. The Centenary of his Homecoming from the Long Study Abroad (20 April 2014) to
Begin His Service in Educational, Social and Cultural Development, and in
Communication, Democracy and Peace in Thailand and Internationally

A. Information concerning the event to be commemorated

Explanation Note

The year of this double anniversary covers the time from 8 November 2013 until 8 November
2014 which is marked by 2 important dates: the anniversary of the 10" zodiac cycle of the
birth of King Prajadhipok, and the centenary of his return to his homeland after a long study
in England and thus the beginning of his dedication to the works in the fields of UNESCO'’s
competence.

On the Concept of the Asian Zodiac Cycle.
In Thailand, as in many Asian countries such as China, Japan, and Vietnam, a cyclic system
of 12 years based on the lunar calendar, takes on a great traditional cultural significance.

(For Further reference see, for example: 1.the article on “The Thai Concept of Time” by Anthony
Diller, Preecha Juntanamalaga, Australian National University, 2000, on
https://digitalcollections.anu.edu.au/bitstream/1885/41890/3/thai_time.htm|

2. The article on Chinese Zodiac, http://www.travelchinaguide.com/intro/social_customs/zodiac/
astrology

3. The article on Japanese ZODIAC CALENDAR & LORE, on
http://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/12-zodiac.shtml)

Each year of the Asian Zodiac cycle is symbolized by an animal whose name becomes the
name of the year, for example, in Thailand, King Prajadhipok was born in the year of the
Snake (Pee Ma Seng) which coincided with the year 1893 of the Christian era

The completion of each cycle of 12 years is known in Thai as “Krob Rob Pee Naksat” (the
completion of the cycle of the animals’ years). This zodiac system has been used in
Thailand since the olden days and it represents a very ancient system in many Asian
societies as well. However, the decimal numeral system is also widely used especially in
mathematics and calculation.

A Zodiac cycle in a person’s life marks an important passage from one stage into the next.
For example, at age 12, a Thai child completes the first cycle of life, and according to the
Thai tradition, a ceremony of “top-knot cutting”, an important “rite of passage” is usually held
to mark his or her leaving childhood and entering puberty. At 24, a man should be ordained
into monkhood for at least 3 months before being eligible for marriage.

With westernization and longer years at school, Thai children nowadays generally do not
wear top knots anymore, and the ceremony of cutting the top-knot as an important rite of
passage has almost completely disappeared from the Thais’ life-cycle celebration.



Ordination into monkhood is still widely practiced, but the age is now open and flexible,
depending on conveniences.

The celebration of a person’s birth, especially when the person reaches the age of respected
maturity, namely, at the 5™ cycle (at the age of 60), is a cultural as well as social event.
Subsequent cycles: the 6"cycle (at 72), the 7™ cycle (at 84), the 8" cycle (at 96) and so on
are also celebrated in a culturally important way. One such was held during the reign of
King Prajadhipok himself on the auspicious of His 3™ cycle (at 36) Anniversary of His Birth.
During November 6-12, 1929, the celebrations included not only religious and customary
rites but also activities that demonstrated the King’s effort to connect with a cross-section of
his people in a personal way. 3,518 twelve years old scouts and schoolchildren born in the
same Zodiac Year of Maseng (the Small Snake), as he, but of 1917, were assembled to
offer him their good wishes and to receive from him souvenir pins bearing his royal initials in
the form of a snake. In his Speech to them, he urged them to learn to think, not to unthinkly
follow others. He, then, explained that, by doing so, they stood to be as “developed”
(charoen) as others and to be able to think up something of benefit to humanity and the
world. This demonstrated his special interest in children and their education. Audiences
were also granted to Royal Family members and those born in the Maseng Zodiac Year of
the same and different cycles to him. They were also given souvenirs bearing his snake-like
initials. Members of the foreign diplomatic corps were also granted an audience after dinner
hosted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Celebrations of the Zodiac Cycle were thus
recognized internationally at that time.

More recently, Thailand convened a nationwide celebratory event when His Majesty King
Bhumibol, born in the year of the Rabit reached the age of 60, marking his 5™ cycle, in 1987.
Subsequently there was a celebration of his 6" cycle (72" anniversary) in 1999, and
recently, the celebration of the 7" cycle (84™ anniversary) of the King held in 2011. On
those important occasions, special emblems were also designed and adopted for official use
in all activities in connection with the celebrations nationwide throughout the celebration
year.

(References: 1) Banjerd Indhuchandrayong (ed.), Archival Records of the Daily Activities of King
Prajadhipok (in Thai), Bangkok: The Office of the Secretariat to the Prime Minister, B.E. 2537 (1994)
pp. 619-629 2) Banjerd Indhuchandrayong (ed.), A Compilation of King Prajadhipok’s Addresses and
Speeches, Bangkok: The Office of the Secretariat to the Prime Minister, B.E. 2536(1993).

(See more details about Royal emblems for special celebrations at---
http://www.soravij.com/essays/emblems.html),

November 8, 2013 marks the 10™ zodiac cycle of the birth of King Prajadhipok which
coincides with the 120™ anniversary of his birth in the western decimal system. This is
considered a grand occasion indeed and is worthy of a special celebration to mark the
occasion.

On the Celebration of Homecoming after a Long Absence from Native land

In Thailand, a person’s long absence from home is always a cause for concern and
homecoming is an anxiously awaited event for the entire community. In the early twentieth
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century, especially, when communication was not by far as convenient and as fast as at
present, homecoming after many years of studying abroad was celebrated with religious as
well as social and cultural ceremonies.

When a person travels a very long distance to a foreign country at a very young age of 12
and returns home after living and studying abroad for 7 years, it is natural that his or her
family and the entire community feels very concerned that his or her return is a safe and
complete one, both in body and in spirit.

Usually, a traditional and age-old ceremony of “Rub Kwan” or “Soo Kwan” is held to ensure
the safe and complete return of the person’s spirit which is known in the Thai language as
“Kwan”.

Kwan, in Thai belief, is the spirit or the soul of a person that resides at the top of one’s head
and protects one from harm and illness. When one travels a long distance or returns from a
very long and rough trip, the ceremony is performed involving the participation of Buddhist

monks, a respected sage, family elders and all members of the community. This ceremony
is still widely practiced even today in all regions of Thailand. Foreign visitors arriving in
Thailand are often welcomed with the “Soo Kwan” ceremony especially in the north and
northeastern part of Thailand where a tradition like this is kept very much alive.

Since the time of King Chulalongkorn, princes, sons of noblemen and a number of
commoners’ children were selected and given scholarships to study abroad from an early
age. The aim was to adequately build up a corps of competent and modern educated
manpower in various fields to run the newly created government.

All of Queen Saovabha’s 5 sons were sent to various countries in Europe at a young age to
study according to the King’s plan. One of them however became ill and chose to return
home. All the royal princes, following King Chulalongkorn’s tradition, had to take a solemn
vow not to behave inappropriately or against traditions while living abroad, for example to
marry a foreign woman and to drink excessively and be drunk.

All scholarship students, especially the royal children, were under the care and strict
supervision of the Siamese Ambassador to that country who periodically submitted a
detailed report directly to the King on the progress made by each of them.

Since the time of King Chulalongkorn, when a Royal Prince or a student granted the King's
scholarship returned home from a long study leave in a foreign country, it was with the
purpose of taking up the responsibility which was to be assigned to him by the king. His
return marked the beginning of his service and dedication the throne and to the entire nation
which he would perform as best as he could.

2. Brief description of the Celebration

2.1. The celebration for the Commemoration of the great personality of King Prajadhipok,
from November 2013-November 2014, will be a double anniversary of two important events
in connection with King Prajadhipok’s life, namely the Commemoration of the 10™ Zodiac
cycle (120™ anniversary) of King Prajadhipok’s Birth (8 November 2013) and the Centenary
of his Homecoming from His 7 years Study in England (20 April 2014).



This double anniversary celebration will be spread out throughout the year from November
2013-November 2014. (See attached chart of activities planned for the celebration)

The celebration will be a national and regional series of events with nationwide and
international participation involving various types of activities to be undertaken by the
Parliament, many ministries and departments in the government, and agencies in the private
sector. During this year-long celebration, the King Prajadhipok Institute will act as the
national coordinator and the main organizer. (see King Prajadhipok's Institute Website
‘www.kpi.ac.th)

2.2. An inter-agency committee has been set up to plan and coordinate this important
celebration. (See List of the Committees set up for the various main activities) The Office of His
Majesty's Principal Private Secretary has already confirmed His Majesty’s grant of
permission for the celebration.

2..3. This celebration will emphasize, not only the activities of a celebratory nature as such,
but rather those that will promote a better understanding of the life, visions, and works of a
great personality-- a promoter of education for all, including non-formal education and
education for women, of culture and communication, and of international understanding,
democracy and peace.

The celebration will also shed light on the significance and critical period of history in which
he was born into and during which he lived and worked, a time of global changes and great
turbulences which provided unique social, economic and political contexts to his life and
works. The contexts however were not too different from our time and our situations as seen
in many parts of the world today.

2.4. The aims of the celebration activities will be:

-- promoting the intellectual, social and cultural processes of learning at various levels
about the life and works of King Prajadhipok in the fields of education, social sciences,
culture, communication, democracy and peace,

-- promoting the exchanges and sharing of knowledge and lessons learned both at the
national and international levels from studying the life and works of this great personality,
particularly his ideas, concerns, visions and values which in many ways still continue to
impact, influence or challenge the thinking, the debate and the study on many aspects of
development in Thailand and in other countries of the world

-- promoting the understanding of the influences and impacts of western education on
Thailand’'s modernization and development as seen through the Study abroad Scholarships
Scheme, begun in King Chulalongkorn’s time and continued though in different ways until
today.

-- promoting the photographic and cinematographic legacy left behind by King Prajadhipok
especially the photographs and films taken by him and his entourage during his visits to the
important places in the neighbouring countries (now ASEAN) as well as during his visits to
countries in Europe, Japan, USA and Canada.

2.5. The following areas of his work will be the focuses of the celebration:

A) Education, especially the expansion of universal basic education for quality of life and
for meaningful participation in development

B) Education and research in some trans-disciplinary areas, such as education for
democracy, good governance, good leadership, transparency, peace; and human
rights

C) Protection of cultural heritage and participation in the cultural life with special
emphasis on the establishment of museum, theatre, the Royal Academy to promote


http://www.google.co.th/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=king%20prajadhipok's%20institute&source=web&cd=1&sqi=2&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kpi.ac.th%2F&ei=5NZ5UKDlDIvxrQem9YCYDQ&usg=AFQjCNH3pZq9DaTVLEEJEVNnIcYKdoCi4g�

cultural education, the participation in cultural life, promotion of Thai music, laws on
cultural properties and copyrights.

D) Communication for development: especially the building of infrastructure to link
communities and enhance equal access to development services and opportunities,
the promotion of free press, radio, photography, and cinematography

E) Sports for health

F) International exchanges and cooperation for mutual respect and mutual cultural
understanding

The list of activities planned for the year-long celebration appears in attachment 2.

3. Historical Background

3.1 His Birth and the Social and Political Setting

King Prajadhipok (8 November 1893 — 30 May 1941), was the 7" King of Siam of the Chakri
House. He was born in the year of the Franco-Siamese Crisis when the French naval
blockade threatened Bangkok and forced King Chulalongkorn to conclude a Treaty in
October 1893, an event which brought great strains, emotional, political and economic, on
the King and his government. On the other hand, the year of his birth coincided with the
advent of cinematography, as in that year, Thomas Alva Edison produced the first type of
movie box called Kinetoscope and sold it worldwide. This event probably had an impact on
his interest in cinematography later.

Prajadhipok’s short life and reign (1925-1934) coincided with one of the most turbulent and
fast-changing times in the history of the world and of Siam --- the “Fin de Siecle”, the years
before the World War [, and the building up of tensions before the World War Il. It was
indeed a period of international disequilibrium characterized mainly by the impact of
expansion of the European colonization, the worldwide economic problems, the vast social
unrests, and the political turmoil and transformations in many parts of the world.

King Prajadhipok’s reign, as one historian---the late Professor David Wyatt, formerly with
Cornell University, succinctly described it, was ...“On the one hand the story of the
movement of great historical forces---of political aspirations, public opinion, social and
political mobilization, economic modernization, and so on---while on the other hand it is very
much the story of individuals and personalities and their effect upon historical events. It is
not easy to assess the relative merits of each of these, but the understanding of all is crucial
to the history of the period.” ( See David Wyatt, 1982, Thailand: A Short History, p 234)

Born to King Chulalongkorn (1853-1910) as the youngest of all his 33 sons, and the last of
the 9 children of Queen Soavabha Bhongsri (known, after her 1897 Regency, as the Queen
Regent), Prince Prajadhipok received his early education at the age of 6 at the Royal Junior
Cadet School where he was given a formal general education in Thai and English, as well as
some basic disciplinary training in preparation for a higher military education and career in
the future. (See Photo 1)

His father, like his grandfather, King Mongkut (1804-1868), was a visionary leader under the
system of the Siamese monarchy. Their priority policy was to construct a modern state of
Siam in order to escape western colonization, to gain international recognition, and open up
to modernization for exchange and cooperation with the world. This policy was implemented
especially in King Chulalongkorn’s long reign, through the reform and modernization of the
state and its bureaucracy and army, with due emphasis on the building of qualified
manpower in needed fields.

King Chulalongkorn established various types of schools in Thailand, both for children of
royalty and commoners, within and outside the palace, in Bangkok and in the provinces.
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Wider expansion of basic education was at once launched, even before the establishment of
the ministry of education proper, with the support of the Buddhist temples in all parts of the
country. For his own family, the King personally planned and supervised the education of all
his sons and the sons of his high officials who were encouraged to study first in Siam and
later, if possible, abroad, with the advice of some trusted officials. Later, he also extended
the study- abroad scheme to sons of commoners so that they would return to work as
qualified officials in his newly established ministries.

( Reference: 1. David Wyatt: online book, Politics of Reform-- Education in Thailand in the Reign of
King Chulalongkorn, 1969; 2. Gerald W. Fry: The Evolution of Educational Reform in Thailand,
Department of Educational Policy and Administration, College of Education and Human Development,
University of Minnesota, 2002 also accessible on line; 3. Chris Baker and Pasuk Pongpaicit, A
History of Thailand, 2005, p.66-67)

3.2. A Siamese Prince in the Western World

Prince Prajadhipok, being the youngest son, with the least chance of becoming King
considering a very large number of his full and half brothers in higher ranks of succession,
was advised to pursue a military career that would benefit his health, and enable him to
serve his country in an appropriate way.

At the age of 12, after the ceremony of cutting the top knot, (See photo 2) he was sent to
France first, and later to England where he was boarded at the home of an English teacher,
Mr. C. W. Bell, for language tutoring, and for learning of other subjects under Mr. Coleman,
another teacher, before being admitted, at age 14, to Eton College, in 1906.

Mr. J. H. M. Hare, the House Master at Eton regularly reported in writing the progress of the
Prince's education from 1908-1910. The school reports showed that he was "reserved but
intelligent”; a "sensible, pleasant and dependable person" "with plenty of character". He was
"regular and conscientious in his work" and "making steady and good progress" though
"slow in his working methods". In subject matters, he was "weak in Latin", but "very fair

indeed in French", "satisfactory in Math and Science". He "seemed to be musical and
promising", "steadily improving in Violin", and generally "enjoyed the sports". ( Reference :
copies of Mr. J. H. M. Hare's letters from Eton College, Windsor, with attached letters and reports
from the Division Master and instructors, dated 28th July 1908; 24th July, 1909, July 26, 1910,

National Archives, Bangkok.)

After graduation from Eton in 1910, and at the advice of the Siamese Ambassador in
England, the King sent this young Prince to the Woolwich Military Academy (See photo 3)

In that same year, King Chulalongkorn died. Prince Prajadhipok returned to Siam in March
1910 to attend the Royal Cremation Ceremony. Crown Prince Vajiravudh, Prince
Prajadhipok's eldest full brother, ascended to the Throne, known also as King Rama VI.

After the Cremation and the Coronation, Prince Prajadhipok travelled back to England on the
Trans--Siberian Rail and enrolled at the Woolwich Academy. He graduated in 1913, and
from February 1913-June 1914, he was a commissioned officer in the Royal Horse Atrtillery
in the British Army based in Aldershot. In February 1914 he was granted the honorary rank
of 2nd Lieutenant.

(Reference: 1. Copy of letter signed by J.S. Ewart and R.. Brad, by the command of His Majesty King
George.R.1, appointing Prince Prajadhipok to the Honorary Rank of 2nd Lieutenant, given at the Court
of Saint James's, 2nd of February 1914. 2) Archives ws. na. 43.6.4/8 concerning the commission in
the Royal Horse Atrtillery in the British Army of Prince Prajadipok, BE 2456-2457), National Archives
of Thailand)

3.3. Homecoming and Dedication to the Service of His Nation



Homecoming, after a long absence from one’s family and home environment, is always an
important event in an individual’s and the community’s life in Thailand. In the early twentieth
century, the Thai government, with the reform policy of King Chulalongkorn, sent a number
of young students to Europe each year in order to strengthen the qualified and experienced
manpower for the running of the newly conceptualized government.

In Rama V's reign, 301 Thai students were studying abroad on Scholarships to Great Britain,
47 in the United States, 24 in France, and a number scattered in other countries. In the early
period of King Prajadhipok’s reign, the king noted that some member of the royal students
had not chosen proper fields of study and had asked that they be reminded of their
responsibility to prepare themselves for useful services in the government. (See: B. A. Batson,
The End of The Absolute Monarchy,1984, Chapter 1—"Siam, the west and the monarchy”, and
chapter 3—*King and realm.”)

In general, Thai students completing the studies and returning home have to face the
challenges of settling back comfortably into the Thai ways of life which is quite different from
that in the west, and to try to bring the new knowledge learned in the west to apply to the
Thai situations and to improve the work in the native country. This is not always a smooth
and happy experience for many students having been exposed and habituated to the
western lifestyle and the freedom of living in a foreign country.

There is a tradition long practiced in Thailand of welcoming the King or a close relative of
the King, who returns from a trip abroad. This occasion is known in Thai as “Sadet Niwat
Pranakorn”. In the early 20" century, this was an important state affair as long distance
travelling to faraway countries in those days entailed many inconveniences. Even today, for
nobles as well as for commoners, returning home after a long absence in a foreign land
always calls for huge reception by relatives and friends.

Prince Prajadhipok’s education abroad had been designed by the king and his government.
When he graduated from Eton and later from the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich, he
became an honorary commissioned officer of the British army in 1913.

In 1914, when the First World War broke out in Europe, King Vajiravudh, his eldest brother,
first declared Siam's strict neutrality. He ordered Prince Prajadhipok to resign from the
British Army, but to remain in England to study international law and history of warfare with
some private teachers. Later that year, the King ordered his return to Siam and to serve as a
military official in Siam. (Archives v nn 43.6.4/14 concerning the education of Prince Prajadhipok,

BE 2457) (Further Reference:--1) King Chulalongkorn's royal archives © 49/ 54, ¢ 49/55 concerning
the Royal Princes studying abroad, the National Archives of Thailand; 2) King Vajiravudh 's royal
archives, 11 4.3/1,Report on the education of Prince Krom Khun Sukhothai 25July -11 November BE
2453)

For Prince Prajadhipok, coming home during the war time, after more than 7 years of
studying in England since the age of 12, marked an important turning point in his life and the
beginning of his dedicated service to the nation. As a 2" Lieutenant in the British Army,
when the war broke out, he indicated his willingness to serve the British army alongside his
classmates. But being a younger brother of the reigning King of a country that had declared
neutrality, he was duty-bound to return home to begin his career as an officer in his country’s
army.



On February 6, 1914, he therefore had an audience with King George V to bid his leave, and
hence began his journey home arriving in Bangkok on 20 April 1914. (Reference: Archives of
King Prajadhipok, King Prajadhipok Museum, Amarin Printing, 2002, p. 23...”"Return to
Siam”)

His homecoming was especially warmly welcomed by his Mother, Queen Soavabha
Bhongsri whose health had deteriorated since the death of her husband, King
Chulalongkorn, and whose elder sons including the reigning King, her eldest son, had
become too busily involved with the state affairs. Prince Prajadhipok regularly visited his
mother at the Pyathai Palace, staying long hours quietly to keep close watch in her chamber
into the late evening while she was visited by many guests and her team of physicians. (
Source: M. Smith, A Physician at the Court of Siam”, Kuala Lumpur:Oxford University Press, 1982).

The King, Rama VI, his eldest brother, was particularly keen to see that his youngest full-
brother should serve the government “as a Siamese prince should”. Prince Prajadhipok was
immediately assigned to the Siamese Army, as an aide to Field Marshall Prince Chakrapong
Krommaluang Pitsanuloke, Chief of the Army General Staff. Later, after working arduously,
he was promoted to the rank of Captain and Commander of the Battery of the Royal artillery
Guard 9 Source: King Prajadhipok’s archives, K P Museum, ibid)

Moreover, celebration of homecomings after a long absences are not confined to that from
education abroad. Indeed, King Chulalongkorn’s (Rama V) return from his 1907 eight
months trip to Europe was celebrated with grandeur at the national level. (Peleggi; Maurizio,
Lands of Things: The Fashioning of the Siamese Monarchy’s Modern Image, Honolulu:
University of Hawaii Press, 2002)

After an absence of some six months in the United States of America and Canada,
necessitated by King Prajadhipok having to have surgery for cataract in his left eye but
which involved many formal and informal activities as well, the King and the Queen’s
Homecoming on October 12, 1931 was clearly an occasion for all to celebrate. Naval ships
and boats belonging to ordinary people, decorated with flags, flocked to the Royal Yacht
Maha Chakri to extend to them a warm and spontaneous welcome. Other activities were
also organized, less lavish than at the time of King Chulalongkorn’s return from Europe
because of the effects of the Great Depression. These included much rehearsed
performances by courtiers at Ambhara Mansion, Dusit Palace.

(Reference: The Office of Her Majesty’s Principal Private Secretary, A Collection of
Photographs of the Activities of Queen Rambhai Barni of the Seventh Reign, Bangkok:
Krungthep (1984) Printing Company, B.E. 2528 (1985), pp. 138-139

3.4 Return to Tradition: A Buddhist Ordination and Marriage

In 1917, when he was 24 and after working in the army for 3 years, Prince Prajadhipok
took the traditional ordination leave from the Government's service and entered Buddhist
monkhood in a royally sponsored ceremony at the Temple of the Emerald Buddha. He
studied the Buddha's teaching at Wat Bovornives temple and remained a monk there
throughout the three-month Buddhist Lent (See photo 4)

The peaceful and modest life of a monk seemed to suit him so well that the Supreme
Patriach (Pra Maha Samana Chao Krom Praya Vajirayanvaroros, one of King Mongkut's sons who
assisted King Chulalongkorn in extending primary education using Buddhist temples as

schools) invited him to stay in monkhood for life so that he might serve the Religion with a
chance of becoming the Supreme Patriarch. Prince Prajadhipok declined and indicated that
he had a previously-made commitment to the young Princess Rambhai Barni (20 December
1904 — 22 May 1984),



In August 1918, he married this 14 year-old Princess, (See photo 5) a descendant of King
Mongkut, in a royal ceremony held at the Bang Pa-In Palace. They registered their names
as the bridal couple in the marriage registration book, with the King as sponsor and witness,
with some senior members of the royal family as other witnesses. (See Photo 6). After the
wedding, they lived in a palace, Known as Sukhothai Palace, built as a gift for him by Queen
Soavabha

(Reference: Pra Worawongtheu Krommun Bhittayalapa Bhruthakara, The Royal Biography--
Archiving the Royal Wedding, p 6 )

3.5. Health, Advanced Training, and Foreign Visits
Prajadhipok’'s health was not always good. The Royal Archives have a record of him falling

seriously ill at the age of 3. (Reference: The Royal Archives, na. 6.6/1). While studying in

England, he took up various kinds of sports which he tried to play regularly in order to
maintain a relatively good health.

In 1920, he fell seriously ill and the doctor who treated him in Thailand recommended a
change of climate and a specialist’s further treatment in Europe. As the World War | had
ended, the King gave permission for him to visit Dr. Hepp, in Paris, who diagnosed him as
suffering from Dengue Fever and intestinal disorder, and treated him for 6 weeks until he

was cured. (Reference: National archives #at nm 6.6/14)

After five weeks of medical treatment, Prince Prajadipok, wrote a letter dated 2 May 1921 to
the King asking permission to attend advanced training at Ecole de Guerre in France (See
photo 7) using his own private funds. In this letter in Thai, he wrote... "I have realized that |
do not possess enough knowledge to benefit the army and have often contemplated
resigning from my post... But here is an opportunity to be further educated in a new and
advanced programme in France where recently a Japanese Prince with a Colonel rank has
come for training." ..."This will also be an opportunity for the education of my wife"... and
that..." My doctor also thinks that it will certainly be good for my health as the exercise and
the proper training are what | need"...-- " | am therefore seeking your permission to take
leave to study here for 3 years, one year for a preparatory training and 2 years for the
advanced course...And since this is a personal affair, | would like to use my own money so
that it would not be a burden on the government's budget."...( Reference: Copy of Prince
Prajadhipok’s letter dated 2m May BE 2464, in Thai, addressed to His Majesty King Rama VI,
National Archives)

He was attached to the Brigades Unit 20, at Nancy, under the supervision of Colonel
Degraix, for 6 months; during this time he underwent a 2-months training at the infantry unit
26, another 2 months at the artillery unit, and 2 more months at the cavalry unit, and
observed the operation of other units including the chief of staff office. On 27 April, 1922, he
underwent the Programme of the courses of study including “the theoretical passing courses
of the rank of Colonel at Versailles”. The programme was organized and signed by General
Hengault, Under Chief of the General Staff ( Reference: General Hengault's letter, Paris, 25th
April, 1922)

He completed the training and received his certificate in 1923. The King then commanded
him to return to Siam via the United States to observe the progress there, and to stop in
Japan and Hong Kong for unofficial visits and to meet a number of distinguished
personalities in those countries.

(Reference: Royal Archives, na.6.6/14 concerning Somdej Choafa Krom Khun Sukhothai receiving
military training in France, BE 2464-2466)
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Upon his return to Siam, Prince Prajadhipok was granted the colonel rank and was assigned
to work in the Chief of Staff Unit of the army in his brother's Government. He worked
diligently both in Bangkok and in the provinces, and lived a quiet life with his wife at their
riverside residence, The Sukhothai Palace. Childless, the couple adopted a few nieces and
nephews who grew up at their Palace. The family enjoyed playing Siamese traditional music
and some sports.

3.6. Succession to the Throne

Succession had occasionally been a political issue in ancient Siam. King Chulalongkorn,
however, reformed the Palatine rule and created the position of The Crown Prince. At the
investiture of the Crown Prince, Vajiravudh, in 1895 (then a student at Sandhurst and later at
Oxford,) who later became King Rama VI, the King also proclaimed the Crown Prince’s
mother as Queen Soavabha, (and later when he went abroad, appointed her as the Queen
Regent) indicating that succession would pass to the sons of this queen as a priority. The line
of succession was later clearly established in the Palatine law concerning succession,
issued in 1924 by King Rama VI, that all the full brothers of the King (born to Queen
Soavabha), unless disqualified for some reasons specified in the succession law, were
directly in line to succeed and had the priority over the princes born to other queens of Royal

blood of King Chulalongkorn (Reference: National Archives: 1 6 2 1/3 §1m1e1n) Unfortunately,

during the period of 1920-1923, Prajadhipok’s older brothers born to Queen Saovabha (the
Queen Mother of the King) unexpectedly passed away, one by one.

Under the circumstances, Prince Prajadhipok, in 1923-1924, suddenly found himself next in
line to the throne, unless and until the King had a son. The King then began to command
him to serve as Regent whenever he was out of the Capital, and required him to perform
many functions including chairing the Ministers ‘Council and signing day-to-day documents
on behalf of the King. This compelled the young Prince to pay serious attention to all
matters concerning government administration. Soon, the King promoted him, from the
previous royal title of “Krom Khun Sukhothai Dharmaraja”, granted in 1906 by
Chulalongkorn, to “Krom Luang Sukhotai Dhama Raja”. ( Reference: Royal Decree by King
RamaVI, November 1925, on the appointment of Somdej Choafa Krom Luang Sukhothai Dharmaraja,
National Archive)

In 1925, King Vajiravudh became abruptly ill, and after 15 days, passed away in the early
hour of 26 November 1925, aged 44. Married without a son, with only a daughter born just
one day before his death, he left a will naming his youngest brother as the successor to the
throne.

Prince Prajadhipok's succession received the consent of the Assembly of the Royal Family.
(Record of the special meeting of all members of Royalty and Ministers, 26 November 1925, at 8 a.m.
at the Amarindravinichai Hall, The Grand Palace, National Archives ) He was crowned in a
traditional ceremony on 25 February 1926 (See photo 8) and became the 7" King of the
Chakri Dynasty of Siam, also known as King Rama VII. He was 33 years old. On his
Coronation Day, he proclaimed his wife Queen Rambhai Barni. He never took other wives or
consorts but remained married to her until his death. (See photo 9).

(Archives of the Coronation, compiled by Prya Prakasaksornkit (Sagniem Ramanant )

3.7. Inheritance of Problems and Challenges
3.7.1 Origin of the Problems

“The seventh reign began in 1925 amid economic and political crisis, and the absolute
monarchy came to an end in 1932 amid further economic and political crisis... but there was
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a middle period from mid-1926 to 1930, when it appeared that the King and his advisors had
dealt successfully with the economic and political difficulty they had inherited and when the
future of the reign and the monarchy looked bright.”

This is how Benjamin Batson partly described the reign of King Prajadhipok in his book,
(p71), End of Absolute Monarchy in Siam, 1984, based on his Ph.D. dissertation on the
same subject, at Cornell University. (Asian Studies Association of Australia, Southeast Asian
Publication Series, No. 10, available at Central Library, Chulalongkorn University and the Library of
the Sukhothai Dharmathiraja University, Bangkok.)

Indeed, King Prajadhipok inherited serious and complex problems, many of which were
related to the worldwide troubles and trends that had spread from Europe and America to
Asia following the First World War. These problems had also been aggravated by many
situations in Siam at the time. The worldwide problems and trends that had impact on the
Thai situations could be summarized as:--1) The economic depression, following the

WWI; 2) The decline in power or popularity of empires and the monarchy in many parts of
the world; 3) The widespread nationalistic and socialistic movements especially in Europe
and Asia.

Economics and finance in Siam had given King Prajadhipok reasons to be gravely
concerned even before the end of his brother's reign.

At the beginning of the World War I, King Rama VI, educated in England for 15 years in
military science, history and law, had maintained strict neutrality. But in July 1917, he had
decided to declare war on the Central Power, not without long and careful planning on his
part, or dispute from some groups of people in Siam, as many Thai princes and elites had
studied in Germany and many German traders and companies had been working on many
important projects in many parts of Siam. By June, 1918, an expeditionary force of 1,300
men had been dispatched to France, and had crossed the Rhine River with the French
forces and spent several months camping in a German town patrolling the area. (Keith Hart,
the Military Participation of Siam in the First World War 1914-1918, Thailand Information Centre at
Chulalongkorn University ,p 3, cited in Stefan Hell, 2007, “Siam and the League of Nations,
Modernization, Sovereignty and Multilateral Diplomacy, 1920-1940",p26.)

The Thai troops flying the newly created Siamese flags, had also proudly taken part in the
Victory Parade at the Champs Elysees in Paris, then in London and Brussels in the course
of July 1919. Later, many of the troopers had stayed on for advanced training in Europe.

Siding with the Allied and emerging in the winning camp had helped raising Siam's profile
and its visibility internationally, as well as a sense of patriotism at home. Siam was
subsequently invited to send a delegation to the Paris Peace Talks, signed the Versailles
Treaty, and became a member of the League of Nations. The King and his Minister of
Foreign Affairs seized the opportunity to instruct the Siamese delegations to lobby for the
revision of the unequal treaties that Siam had been forced to sign with many countries in the
past to safeguard its independence. The process of the negotiations with the European
countries on the revision of these treaties was long and arduous, taking 6 years to complete,
and the Siamese, exhausted, had to depend largely on the foreign experts, notably the two
Harvard professors and former advisors of the Siamese Foreign Affairs who were able to
push the negotiation to a successful conclusion. (Stefan Hell, ibid, p 30-33)

By this time, the costs of war and its aftermaths had begun to take its cruel toll on the World
and Siam. Siamese national spending had also increased hugely due to King Rama VI's
investments on the building of modern nationhood, nationalism and the international prestige
of Siam. The organization of international events, such as--- his second Coronation attended
by international and national dignitaries and guests, the Bangkok Public Exhibition 1922, the
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international cooperation in the League of Nations and in other multilateral organizations, as
well as the negotiations for the revision of treaties, though rewarding in the long run, had
created heavy financial burdens. The King's projects, such as the establishment of the
Military Academy and the Boy Scout Movement, the introduction of a new defense
mechanism (The Wild Tigers Corps), and the reform and expansion of the Palace
administration, as well as the infrastructure constructions and other modernization projects---
all these had contributed to the country's budgets falling into deep deficits for consecutive
years. The annual expenditures had increased more than 50% while revenues gaining only
25%. (Reference: the national budget of Siam from 1920-1925, cited in Kiatchai Pongspanich:
Revolution, printed by Prae Pittaya BE 2514, Mayuree Nokyoungthong, M.A Dissertation,
Chulalongkorn University, BE 2520, The Economic Problems of Siam in the Reign of King
Prajadhipok)

Rama VI's policy and swift reforms, though important in many ways, had raised criticism
from many corners. The old conservatives, including some senior members of Royalty, had
regarded the King as being too westernized in his style of behavior. The new elites including
the “young Turks” in the military, especially commoners educated abroad on King
Chulalongkorn's extended scholarship schemes, who had returned to serve at various
government offices, had been strongly unhappy with the King's system of favoritism that had
excluded them. Views and opinions had been expressed strongly and freely in the press,
and rumours had dangerously spread to the point of coming too close to reality. (The incident
of the Palace revolt 1912 was a case in point)

( Further reference: 1) Clark D. Neher, 1979, Modern Thai Politics: From Village to Nation; 2) D. K.
wyatt, The Rise of Elite Nationalism 1910-1932, Chapter 8, in Thailand, a short History; 3) Kobkua
Suwannathat- Pian), pdf., The Development of Thai Nationalism : 1910-1925 )

3.8. Coping with the Economic crisis

3.8.1The First Round of Crisis 1926-1930

In 1926, King Prajadhipok, long recognizing the urgency of the economic situations,
immediately moved to find effective solutions and to quickly mend the huge deficits. He
created a Financial Advisory Committee to control the expenses; he also engaged a British
financial advisor, Sir Edward Cook, from the Indian Civil Service, known as "the axe" for
his previously successful retrenchment operations in India (Reference: The StaitsTimes, 22
November 1924), to advise the King in this matter. A drastic retrenchment scheme was
proposed together with plans to increase revenues.

The King approved the retrenchment proposals and the plans for the increase of revenue.
He decided to cut his own royal allowance by 40% before taking the decision to cut the
budgets of most Government ministries, merging or abolishing some departments, and
laying off a number of officials, resulting in a sudden and sharp unemployment among young
graduates. He also decreed the 1928 Currency Act that held the respected international
currencies, the sterling at that time. (Rreference: 1) Benjamin Batson, End of Absolute Monarchy
in Siam, p 50, 2) King Prajadhipok’s letter to Choa Phya Sri Pipat, No. 336,709 dated 21 February

1930; 3) Christopher Burk:Thiland’s Political Economy, on chenry.webhost.utexas.edu/archives98/)

King Prajadhipok’s government was able to recover from the crisis in the first few years, for
in the 1927 and 1928 the budgets were seen as greatly improved, with surplus funds to
spend on public works and with some cash reserve. After that, the budget seemed to
continue to stabilize for a few years. (Reference: Summary of national budget BE 2469-2475,
National Archives) and Sir Edward Cook having completed his term of service, left Thailand
with praises for his success. (The Straits Times, 1930)

3.8.2 The Second Blow 1930-1932

The year 1930 saw a worldwide economic storm which hit Siam really hard, severely
affecting the price of rice and other main export items. In that year, King Prajadhipok had to
travel to the United States for his first eye operation; and Prince Boriphat acted as Regent
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and President of the Supreme Council. A conflict then flared up between the Ministry of
Defense, under Prince Boworadej, and the Ministry of Commerce and Communication,
under Prince Purachatra, over the demand for a budget increase to cover higher salary for
the personnel of Defense. The Commerce and Communication ministry strongly protested
and the Council decided to reject the request, resulting in Prince Boworadej's submission of
his resignation. The King, upon receiving the report from the Council, asked for a cabled
explanation from Prince Boworadej. When it failed to come, the King accepted the
resignation.

In 1931, taxes on luxurious imported merchandise were increased and the policy of
retrenchment was coming back on the government’s agenda raising fear and criticism at all
levels. Criticism was strongly expressed in the markedly increased number of newspapers.
(The total number of newspapers in the 7" reign was 56 daily newspapers and 136 periodicals in
1926-1930. Reference: Porntip Deesomchoke, “The Concept and Promotion of Communication in the
reign of King Rama VII, BE 2553” p 44)

Even within the Cabinet and the Supreme Council, there were several heated debates on
the economic and financial policy and measures to be adopted. The new French educated
English finance advisor, Mr. Hall-Patch, seemed not very familiar with the Siamese financial
and economic system, advised the Council and the King to delay the establishment of an
economic committee at a high level to oversee the total economic situation.

On 21 September 1931, Great Britain announced its suspension of the gold standard and
the Thai Cabinet and the Supreme Council met urgently to debate the repercussion of the
situation. Upon Hall-Patch’s advice and insistence, the Council decided on 30 September to
leave the sterling and to remain on the gold standard. This decision caused great alarm in
many sectors as the Thai currency was linked with the sterling and most of Siam’s assets
abroad were in sterling.

The King, who had recuperated from his eye operation and was aboard a Canadian ship on
his journey home, sent many telegrams to his representatives in New York, London and
Paris to try to seek the possibility of foreign loans on credits, but the replies he received were
disappointing as the terms of credits offered were considered unacceptable by the
government of Siam. In mid-October the King arrived back in Bangkok and immediately
called the meetings with the Supreme Council and the Cabinet after which he established a
special Cabinet subcommittee composed of Prince Boriphat, Minister of Finance, Minister of
Commerce and Communication, and Minister of Foreign affairs, to deal with the preparation
of the 1932-33 budget.

In 1932, the big debate in the Thai government centered on whether or not to abandon the
gold and return to the sterling which also meant devaluing the Baht. The opinions were
divided with Minister of Finance and Hall-patch in the minority.

On this heated issue, the King held a round table with all his advisors from every economic-
related ministry, and they mostly disagreed with the Finance Ministry and its chief advisor
who held on to what he called “classical measures for classical disorder” (Batson, ibid, p.
198) by maintaining the gold link, imposing drastic reduction in government expenditures
and increasing taxation, while other ministries were mainly concerned with internationally
competitive trading, particularly of rice, the country’s main export and the ramification on the
public at large. Greater concerns were expressed about the cutting of expenditures (50 %
as proposed) and also the tax increase which would have deeper economic and political
repercussions throughout the country. Independent opinions were received from some
former advisors then living outside Siam including Sir Edward Cook. Finally, Hall-Patch
resigned and the Minister of Finance, Phya Komarakul Montri was sacked.
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King Prajadhipok sat at the center of all these conflicting debates and advices, hoping the
advisors would be able to come to a common ground that would serve the best interest of
the country, knowing too well that, at the end of the debates, it was he who would have to
make the decision. (Batson, ibid, p 195-203)

In January 1932, he began to fully inform the general public about the seriousness of the
situations and prepare them for the upcoming measures. He first issued a government’s
communiqué’, but he was then flooded with letters of petition for government’s help.

He further tried to communicate directly to the representatives of the public sector to build up
the general understanding and to gain their support for his new retrenchment policy. At the
Celebration of his Coronation Day, 1932, when all members of Royalty and government
officials and dignitaries gathered, he thanked the assembly for the kind words of blessing,
but dwelt at great length on the economic development of Thailand, from modern agriculture,
international trade, the reduced tariff for train transportation that would benefit farmers, the
expansion of cooperatives, the issuing of new laws on fuel conservation, the trade mark law
and copyright law, the International Conference on opium and the decreased standard price
of gold. Then he turned to Siam’s trade in rice and the international competiveness, and
how the commodity price in the international market affected the price in the country. He
explained why some countries led by England took themselves off the gold standard and
why other countries such as the U.S.A and France still maintained the gold. He warned that
Siam needed to be prudent in her decision, and not to try only to protect the value of the
Baht, but needed to take other measures to increase the revenue of the country and control
the expenditures. These measures, he frankly told them, no matter how prudent they might
be, would undoubtedly inflict pains on various sectors and cause displeasure, but they were
deemed necessary in view of the world crisis. He called on everyone to unite in order to
overcome the problems which threatened the country’s security. (National Archives of Thailand:
King Prjadhipok’'s Coronation Day Speech, 1931, in Thai. Please note that February 1932 in the Thai
calendar was still counted as 1931 since the Siamese New Year traditionally began in April,)

On 5 February 1932, the King gave even a longer, more detailed and more direct statement
to an assembly of military officers which was published in the newspaper later. (See Pim
Thai newspaper, 3 February 1931). He explained the economic difficulties in other
countries and in Thailand, plainly presenting to them all the possible options the country had,
together with the pros and cons, as follows;

1) not cutting the expenditure and not reducing the government personnel, but printing more
bank notes, but at the end the money would become priceless papers with deeper inflation;
2) seeking foreign loans on credits which would risk losing the country’s assets and property
and at the end national independence;

3) increasing the national income through the promotion of agriculture and increasing the
farmers’ produce, reducing farmer’s expenses and promoting marketing;

4) retrenchment policy which had been heavily criticized in the press.

He concluded his lengthy speech by admitting that he had failed to take up the necessary
retrenchment measures earlier as experts were still contradicting one another in their views,
and he, not knowing much about finance, had to listen to the experts and to decide what was
best. Though this decision was difficult, not to do it now would lead to worse hardship in the
future. He hoped the officials and the people would understand and forgive him for causing
the hardship. He asked for their cooperation and asked the military officials to sacrifice to
salvage the nation's economy.

This speech, however, became controversial at that time and was interpreted by some as
the King's confession of failure, and as his being a weak and ineffective leader. (Chula
Chakrabongse, ibid, p.679)

(Further references: 1) The National Budget Act 1920-1930, cited in Kiatchai Pongpanich: The
Revolution of 1932, Prae Pitaya BE 2514; 2) M. A. Puge, Economic Development of Thailand, 1929,
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Washington, Trade Information Bulletin 606); 3) Mayuree Nokyoongthong: The Siamese Economic
Problems during the Reign of King Prajadhipok ( BE 2468-2477), Dissertation for MA in History,
Chulalongkorn University BE 2520; 4) Benjamin B. Batson: End of Absolute Monarchy in Siam,
chapter 7: the Economic Crisis.; 5) Pim Thai newspaper, Saturday 13 February 1932, cited in full in
“Life and Work of King Prajadhipok”, p. 299, compiled by the Fine Arts Department, and published on
the occasion of unveiling King Prajadhipok’s Monument in front of the Parliament, BE. 2524)

3.9. The Political Problems and the End of Absolute Monarchy

3.9.1 Summary of the general situation

The political wind in Siam had in fact begun to drift from its course in the last reign, and it
seemed that in the early years of the seventh reign the storm only waited to gather more
winds and clouds. As the events unfolded, King Prajadhipok finally went into history as the
last absolute Monarch of Thailand, and the first king to serve under the constitution, and the
first King to abdicate and die in exile.

There was a “revolution”, or rather a “coup d’etat”, on 24 June 1932, organized and carried
out by a small group of civilian and military officials which brought the long- serving system
of absolute monarchy in Thailand to its end.

Having long anticipated that a change would have to come, and having searched and
planned for the best way to introduce the change from the top down, King Prajadhipok
appeared to be rather calm and composed in his dealing with the coup which violently pre-
empted his opportunity to deliver his own constitution. He cooperated with the coup party
with civility and dignity to avoid bloodshed and to ensure the safety of the senior members of
the royal family, arrested and detained as hostages. He agreed to remain on the throne as a
symbol of continuity and normalcy, and also to render credibility to the political change in the
eyes of the Thai public as well as foreign governments. Yet he continued to negotiate with
them in writing on all the points that he believed to be important for the monarchy, the
country and the people in the long run. He presided over the opening of the Parliament and
performed the ceremonial granting of the first permanent constitution to the “people,” (See
photo 10), appointed the Prime Minister and approved the appointment of the government’s
new cabinet as proposed by the coup party.

Though things seemed to go smoothly on the facade, there were tensions, conflicts, and
confusion all around. Within one year, the coup members and the government were divided
among themselves leading to a countered coup from within, followed by the promulgation of
a new constitution and the forming of a new government. This was followed by a failed
revolt staged by a military group based outside Bangkok led by Prince Boradej, the former
Minister of defense who had resigned during King Prajadhipok’s government.

On 12 January, 1934, the King, accompanied by the Queen and a small entourage, left the
country for Europe and England for his second eye operation. On the way, he also made
observation tours to study various models of democracy practiced in different countries, and
to meet with many leaders and dignitaries of those countries at that time (See photo 11).
Meanwhile, he continued his correspondences with the government and negotiated with
them on crucial issues regarding the role of the King under the constitution, most notably the
traditional right of the King to veto, to receive petitions and to give pardon in cases of death
sentences, especially for political prisoners. He asked the members of Parliament to give
time and careful consideration to his proposals.

Finally, King Prajadhipok saw that he could not be of useful service to his country in the way
he believed, sent a long letter on 2 March, 1935, from his house in England announcing his
abdication and giving full reasons for his decision. He stated in his most often-quoted
paragraph, that...”l am willing to surrender the powers that | formerly exercised to the people
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as a whole, but | am not willing to transfer all these powers to any particular individual or any
group, to use these absolute powers without heeding the true voice of the people.”

( Reference : King Prajadhipok’s Abdication statement, in Thai, Bangkok, Bamrungnukulkit Printing,
BE.2478, p. 384-389)

After abdication, the King continued to live a quiet life with the Queen and their adopted son
and nieces in various houses near London, never returning to Thailand. He died of heart
failure on 30 May 1991, and was cremated in a simple ceremony at the Golders Green
Cemetery. His ashes were kept at the residence where the Queen continued to live until
1949 when the government invited Her to return to Thailand bringing back with her the ashes
of the late King to be properly interred with the remains of the members of the Royal family.(
Reference: The Life and Work of King Prajadhipok, compiled by the Fine Arts Department, published
on the occasion of the unveiling of King Prajadhipok’s Monument, presided by His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulayadej, in front of the Parliament, BE 2527)

In Thailand today, King Prajadhipok is remembered as “The Granter of the First constitution
to the Thai Nation”, and his monument, erected in 1980, still stands in front of the Thai
Parliament representing this important act. (See photo 12)

3.9.2 The King’s Efforts toward Democracy

King Prajadhipok was evidently very aware of the political consciousness that had arisen
among the new elites educated from abroad, and the growing resentment against the
absolute monarchy among the new intellectuals who had mostly studied in France and
England.

A few days after Coronation, he took the initiative to create a Supreme Council, in addition to
the Council of Ministers and the Privy Council that had existed in the past reigns. The new
Supreme Council, comprising 5 most respected and most experienced senior members of
the Royal family--3 of them were the King's uncles, and 2 were his half brothers--who each
had served with great wisdom and dedication in the country’s administration in various fields
especially in the reign of King Chulalongkorn. The Supreme Council was to meet in the
King's presence and to advise the King on important matters on which the King had to
decide. However, some people criticized him as shunning the responsibility of the absolute
King.(Chula Chakrapbongse: Chao Cheewit, in Thai, Klang Pitaya Printing House, BE. 2517, p.665)

Though the King knew that the final decision always rested with the King, he still wanted to
have some kind of democratic process to be in place, and also to guard himself against the
danger of absolutism, for he knew, from his education in England and France and from his
extensive reading and travelling abroad, that absolutism was already going out of mode and
that democracy of some kind was needed for Siam. (Reference: Archives of King Rama VI a.
47/32, National Archives, Batson, ibid, Chapter 5: The Political World)

From the beginning, King Prajadhipok, perhaps more than any senior members of his
Councils and even his foreign Advisors sensed the real urgency in preparing for a political
change in Siam. From 1927-1930 he purposefully made several tours to far-away provinces
to gain first-hand knowledge about the people, their education, and their living conditions,
for example, he visited Pitsanulok, Prae, Nan, lampang, Chiangrai and Chiangmai in the
north; and Pattalung, Trang, Ranong, Phuket, Panga, Pattani, in the South (See photo 13)

3.9.3 Memorandum on Some Problems of Siam 1926

In 1926, very early in his reign, King Prajadhipok invited Dr. Francis B. Sayre to discuss with
him and advise him on the best possible ways to prepare the country for a democratic
change. Dr. Sayre, a Harvard Law Professor who had, after the World War |,

represented Siam in the successful negotiations with European countries to eliminate
extraterritoriality and unequal treatments, was able to come to Thailand only during his

17



summer holidays. Dr. Sayre had received the Siamese title of Praya Kalayanamaitree for
his highly valuable contribution to Siam and was believed to understand the Thai situation
and be sympathetic to the cause of Siamese development.

(References: Archives of the 7th Reign au. 47/ 32 Jufinmsiaases ; and Francis B. Sayre: The

Passing of Extraterritoriality In Siam, American Journal of International Law 71, 1929; F. B. Sayre:
Glad Adventure, p 129)

The King sent to Dr. Sayre in July 1926 "a memorandum on some of the Problems of
Thailand with Questionnaire for your consideration", admitting that the questions were
"written in a hurry", and though the list of the problems was not exhaustive, they were those
that he treated as "important.” The questions included the issues on: Succession to the
throne, Limited Monarchy, Parliamentary Democracy, and the Constitution.

(Reference: King Prajadhipok's paper, in English, dated 23 July 1926, entitled "Problems of Siam",
sent to Praya Kalayanamaitri (Dr. Francis B Sayre), National Archives.)

Dr. Sayre wrote back on 27 July, giving brief answers to the King's 9 questions, but attached
a full length document giving his rather complete thoughts on the following issues:

On the Framework of the Government, he stated in the first paragraph that "I do not think it
practicable to consider at this time the organization of a popular representative parliament in
Siam. A workable parliament is absolutely dependent upon an intelligent electorate. Without
intelligent control by the people such a body would be sure to degenerate into a corrupt and
tyrannical body"

In addition, he attached a paper; "Outline of Preliminary Draft" of the Constitution. The first
article in the Draft stated that... " the supreme Power throughout the Kingdom shall be
vested in His Majesty the King". Article 2 stated that "the King shall appoint a Prime Minister
who shall be responsible to the King for the entire executive work of Government. He may
be dismissed by the King at any time"...

Dr. Sayre also drew an administration chart in which the King appeared at the top of the
administrative chart, under him would be a Prime Minister who would supervise all the
Ministries. There would be a Supreme Council which "would act as advisory body to the
King whose function would be to ask questions of policy and not to be related to the cabinet,
though the Prime Minister, and no other minister, would be a member of the Council."
(Reference: Dr. Sayre's paper submitted to the King, 27 July, 1926, National Archives)

Subsequently, the King sent Dr. Sayre's paper and the attached documents to the Supreme
Council for consideration and comments.

On August 1, 1926, Prince Damrong Rajanubhab, former Minister of Interior (from 1892-
1915) and a member of the Supreme Council, wrote back to the King, in English. In his long
and straight-forward memorandum, he made specific comments on both the King's and Dr.
Sayre's papers in his 12-points argument, He cautioned that... " There are many more works
to be done, ...and Rome was not built in a day"..." till the people are sufficiently educated to
understand their responsibility in the election... it would be impractical to have a
parliamentary government.” .... In short, Prince Damrong dispelled the King's anxiousness
to quickly prepare for the reform of the government system of Siam, and expressed his
doubt in the usefulness and practicality of having a Prime Minister as proposed by Dr Sayre.
( Reference: Memorandum, in English, submitted by Prince Damrong Rajanubhab to King Prajadipok,
dated 1st August 1926, Archives of the 7th Reign, au. 47/32 iwiinmsinases, National Archives, Bangkok.)
(Further references: Kobkua Suwannathat Pian: Kings, Country, and Constitutions-- Thailand's
Political Development 1932-2000,(specific reference to the part on King Prajadipok's experience)

3.9.4 Initiatives on Municipality and Local government
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The King did not give up. He turned his attention to the idea of having a reform at the local
government. He was interested in the system of representative local government in some
countries and wanted his ministries to study the concept of Municipality that existed in other
countries, in the hope that if such a system could be established and some form of
representative government at the local level could be put in place, the officials and the
people could together learn from it, and the experiment could serve as a model for a
democratic government at the national level in the future.

On 12 August, 1926, he sent a letter to Prince Lopburi Ramesra, his Minister of Interior
asking the Ministry to undertake a study on the municipality system of the neighbouring
states and to set up a committee to plan and prepare for a suitable system to be established
as a case study in Siam soon. (Ref Archives of the 7th Reign u 7.5(1-2)/1 on the establishment of
the municipality)

A law was subsequently issued to set up an experimental municipality project in an area on
the western coast, specifically from Hua Hin to Cha-am. Meanwhile, a long and detailed
paper was received by the Minister of Interior from Sir Edward Cook on the “Municipalities
in Siam” which summarized the obstacles he found in the systems of other countries and
suggested that: .."the experiment on local government should be started in some limited
number of areas"... and that: “the spread of primary education started in the last reign would
constitute a new factor in the future.” ( Reference: letter dated 16 th August 1927, signed by Sir
Edward Cook on Municipality of Siam, Archives of the 7th reign,s 7.5 (1-2)/ mssamsilszamna, National
Archives, Thailand)

A Committee was subsequently established comprising representatives from the Ministries
and Departments to be involved in the municipality project, i.e., the Railways Department,
the Interior Ministry, the Tax and Revenue Department, the Public Work Department, and
the Finance Ministry. Sir Edward Cook, Advisor to the Ministry of Finance, was also invited
to be advisor to the committee.

Another foreign advisor on municipality, Mr. R.D. Craig, submitted 2 papers on a similar form
of local government in other countries. The first paper, dated May 30th, 1926,

was jointly submitted to the Minister of Interior by Mr. Craig, and 2 Thai high officials-- Phya
Chinda Raksh and Phra Krisnamarapatt. Based on their experiences gained during the
observation tour to Singapore and Hong Kong, they made proposals for future policy which
cut across many ministries and departments, namely, taxes, roads, sewage and sanitation,
water supply and electricity, hospitals, boundaries, legislative power, and staff. They again
ended on a note of hope that. "Rome was not built in a day....the ideal municipality is now
only a dream to come with gradual development.”

The second paper, dated 1st August, 1930, was also submitted to the Minister of Interior. It
was based on Mr. Craig's study on the local government system in England, France, Italy
and Germany, made during his home leave in 1930, and proposed a model for Bangkok
which Mr. Craig believed was a different case. Mr. Craig also warned against the
"...disadvantages of a system of local government, democratic step, but if encouraged too
liberally too early, could exceed the bounds of control.”

These papers were then presented to the King together with comments from the Committee
supporting Mr. Craig's proposal. In addition, the Ministry of Interior proposed at the end of
the second paper that a law be decreed first, and the plan for the establishment of the
municipality in Bangkok should wait until the law was announced.

The King received the first paper on 2 July, 1928, considered and suggested in writing on 13
July that Bangkok could follow some aspects of administration and system of Singapore and
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Hong Kong with some suitable adjustments and asked the two ministries concerned to begin
a process of planning along the line.

He received the second paper on 16 August 1930, and wrote back on 19 August saying that
though it was reasonable to wait for the law to be issued first, yet he thought the committee
should begin to "consider and plan for the establishment of a municipality in Bangkok at the
same time, and | want to see this municipality in Bangkok to be self-sustained before |

die" (He underlined the last phrase). As regards the law on the municipality, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs opposed to certain parts in connection with the foreign residents enjoying
equal rights as the Siamese residents. The king took note and asked the drafting committee
to incorporate this concern in the law. (Reference: National Archives, the archives of the 7" reign,
on municipality)

3.9.5 Drafting the King’s Constitution
King Prajadhipok had planned to give the nation a constitution as part of the celebrations on
the 150™ anniversary of the Chakri Dynasty, on 6 April, 1932.

During his journey to Canada and the U.S in 1931 for his first eye operation and treatment,
he made several public statements which indicated his intention to gradually introduce
political changes in his country. He also had earlier asked Prince Devavongsa to draw up a
constitution to be granted to the people in April, but many princes opposed the project.
(Reference: 1) GB, F5918/4260/40,29 June1932, Johns to Sir John Simons, cited in Batson, ibid, p
163; 2)Daily Mail, 3 June, BE 2474, King Prajadhipok’s interview with D.S. Garden, translated by

a. @ A7, Archives of the 7™ reign, National Archive).

Upon his return from abroad, the King subsequently had an audience with two eminent
lawyers in the government, namely-- Prya Sri Wisarn Waja, a British educated Thai legal
expert and Permanent secretary for Foreign Affairs, and Raymond B Stevens, a Harvard
educated American and a former congressman in the U.S. who had been working as advisor
to the ministry of Foreign affairs of Siam since 1926. By his command, they submitted early
in 1932, an “Outline of the changes in the Form of Government” together with their individual
comments on the Outline. The draft, as Batson analyzed, was “strikingly similar to that
actually implanted by the constitutional regime” (Batson, ibid, p.149). Both of them pointed out
in their separate comments that though a constitutional monarchy in Siam was inevitable
and desirable, they doubted that “the proper time had come since the general level of
education of the people was still low”. In sum, they recommended a gradual move towards
democracy.

The three documents were, on 12 March, 1932, subsequently presented to the Supreme
Council for consideration and discussion. Many Councilors were on a long sick leave.
Prince Damrong wrote to the King’s secretary that he agreed with the two lawyers’
comments that the time had not come to implement the plan. There was no record that the
Supreme Council officially met to discuss the Draft Constitution. (Further reference Prudhisan
Jumbala: Prajadhipok, The King at the transition to Constitutional Monarchy, Manuscript, to be
published in the near future)

3.9.6 The Coup d’état 1932

This historic act which ended the system of absolute monarchy had been planned and
secretly organized by a small group of students who were young and intelligent and, perhaps
idealistic and ambitious, who were from the civilian and military sectors and meeting
frequently while still in Paris (See photo 14). Upon their return they joined the government
service and moved up the ranks rather quickly receiving the royally granted title of Luang.

20



They were able to persuade a number of people to join them including some military
commanders at the rank of Colonel and with the title of Praya. The great economic
depression of 1930 and the strict retrenchment policy, coupled with the continued
discontentment among the new elites, gave them enough reasons and justifications to
execute their revolution in 1932, the year when the government celebrated the 150
anniversary of the founding of the Capital at Bangkok.

The revolution that they had planned was actually carried out by a group of military
commanders who at 4 o’clock in the morning on June 24 took control of Bangkok and
arrested 11 senior members of Royalty, as well as some senior Ministers of King
Prajadhipok’s government, and detained them as hostages. They were able to bluff and
trick other officers of about 49 military and naval officers and 65 civilians, many of them did
not know the full and real purpose, to join. The revolutionary leader, on behalf of what they
called “the People’s Party (“Kana Rasth”), read out loud the revolutionary party’s
announcement and distributed their strongly worded manifesto, comparing the situation in
Siam then with the revolutions that had taken place in Europe and the toppling of the
regimes in those countries. This was addressed to a rather limited crowd gathered in front of
the Anantasamakom Throne Hall. Then they sent a telegram to the King to surrender and
cooperate.

The King was at his seaside residence at Hua Hin and was playing golf in the early hours.
Evidently he had long anticipated the coming of this event, yet he was displeased that the
revolutionary party had used violence and force, and disappointed that the coup d’etat
deprived him of his chance to give to the people, at his own initiative, the constitution and the
gradual reform of the monarchic system that he had long studied and prepared for since
1927. Unfortunately his several efforts toward democracy and the intention to grant the
constitution to the people had been delayed by the advices of his senior Thai and foreign
advisors, the delay that proved to be crucial.

(References: 1) Benjamin Batson, Ph. D. Dissertation, Cornell University, The End of the Absolute
Monarchy in Siam, 1977; 2) David Wyatt, The Rise of The Elite Nationalism, in Thailand: A Short
History); 3) Tawatt Moarapong, the Cause of Revolution, in Modern Thai Politics: from village to
nation., edited by Clark D Neher; 4).correspondences between King Prajadhipok, Dr. Francis B. Sayre
the King's special legal advisor, and Prince Damrong in 1921; 5) King Prajadhipok’s interview with
the US. Press in New York during his convalescence from his eye operation in 1932, translated into
Thai and printed in Daily Mail on 3, June, 1932; 6) The draft constitution and comments by Raymond
B. Stephens, a legal advisor from Harvard University, and Phya Sri Visarn Vaja, a Barrister-at- Law
from England and concurrently permanent secretary of Foreign affairs. See also, Batson, Documents
from the end of the Absolute Monarchy, Ithaca 1977. Archives documents are accessible at the
National Archives, Bangkok)

One member of the Supreme Council managed to escape the arrest and went to Hua Hin to
inform the King of the coup movements in Bangkok. Meanwhile, the Minister of Defense
together with some military commanders and troopers who were on their inspection trip in
the South also came immediately to consult with the King. They were all displeased at the
harsh accusations made by the “promoters of the coup d’état, the use of force against senior
members of the Royal family, and the propaganda language to incite hatred against the
Siamese monarchy as a whole, accusing the Monarchy of never having done any useful act
for the people and comparing the situations in Siam with those in the German and Russian
empires under the already overthrown system. (Reference: The Kana Rasd’s Annoucement, 24
June BE 2475, printed in full in Chai-Anant Smudrwanich and Kattiya Kannasutr, Ekasran Kan
Pokkrong Thai, Social Sciences Society of Thailand, 2518, p 209-211; Prince Chula Chakrabhongse,
Lord of Life, in Thai, Klang Pittaya Printing, BE 2517, p 687-8 )

Despite the precariousness of the situations, King Prajadhipok chose not to launch an
opposition from Hua Hin, but to deal with the coup party with calm and cordiality.
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(Further reference: Announcement of the “People’s Party” ,24 June 1932, cited in full, in Chaianant
Smudhavanich and Kattiya Karnasut, Political and Administration Documents of Thailand, Social
Science Society of Thailand, BE 2518, pp209-211)

In his letter dated 25" June 1932, from Hua Hin, he offered, with sound reasoning, to
cooperate, as he stated (in Thai) ...“for the sake of peace and stability of the land and the
people, and not wanting to see bloodshed, but to deal with the situation calmly so as to
avoid loss to the country”.. and...” Indeed | have also considered changing along the same
line into a constitutional monarch. | therefore accept to be "Hoon Cherd” ( meaning
puppet)... to bring the country back to the state of normalcy, and to redeem the country’s
international credibility as soon as possible”... He ended the letter by saying "As you all
know that | am not in the best health and would not probably be able to endure the hardship
for too long, and as | am childless and having no ambition beyond my rank or ability, | only
honestly want to help support and sustain our country’s development and progress.”
(Reference: the King’s letter reproduced in full, in Prince Chula Chakrabhongs: Lord of Life, (in
Thai),Prae Pittaya, BE 2514, pp 692-693)

The King politely declined the offer made by the coup party to send a war-ship to escort him
back to Bangkok, but chose to return in his royal train. He gave audience to the “promoters
of the coup d’etat” (as they called themselves), agreeing to sign the Amnesty Decree of 1932
that they had drafted to pardon all the coup participants for their act of revolt and absolve
them of all the mal intentions. (Reference Pol. Lieuitenant Sathier Lailaksna: Compilation of Laws
of the Century, Volume 45, pp 129) He also accepted their traditional apology, consisting of
flowers, candle and joss sticks, which they presented in asking forgiveness for their
transgression against the monarchy. The King said in a tone of tolerance...“Your apology
gave me great pleasure, not because it was addressed to me personally, since personally |
have already forgiven you long time ago, but because you stated in your apology that the
monarchs and the monarchy in the past had contributed to the development of the country
all along...” (Reference: 1) the Apology Speech made by the coup party, cited in Nai Sudjinda, The
Democratic King, in Thai, Siam Printing, Bangkok, BE 2519, pp 286,2) the King’s Pardon Speech,
reproduced by Piman Jamjaras: Rajawalee, Pan Fa Pittaya Pringting House, BE. 2509, pp 841-843)

3.9.7. Granting the Constitution, 1932

On June 27" 1932, the King signed a provisional constitution, and the leader of the Coup
party subsequently appointed 70 members of parliament which met on the next day. A
Drafting Committee was set up to draft the first Constitution which was completed, submitted
and approved by the parliament in November 1932. The Constitution was officially
presented on 10 December 1932, in a grand ceremony of state, held at the Anantasamakom
Thro