5th UNESCO Asian Youth Forum

(August 22-26, 2011, Korea UNESCO Peace Center, Icheon, Republic of Korea)

General Information

1. Background

· UNESCO and the UNESCO Asian Youth Forum

Starting with the 30th Session of the UNESCO General Conference in 1999, UNESCO began organizing the biennial Youth Forum during the General Conference. During the 4th (2005), 5th (2007) and 6th (2009) UNESCO Youth Forums, the importance of fostering regional youth forums became clear, as a way to access the immense potential of youth-driven initiatives for concrete action at the regional level. As part of a series of regional youth forums, the UNESCO Asian Youth Forum has laid a cornerstone for building a firm network in Asia since 2007. 

· Chronicle

1st UNESCO Asian Youth Forum: Intercultural and Interfaith Dialogue to Ensuring Peace
2nd UNESCO Asian Youth Forum: Sustainable Community in Asia

3rd UNESCO Asian Youth Forum: Reshaping our Future - In Search of Asian Alternatives
4th UNESCO Asian Youth Forum: Youth Creativity and Vision for Community in Asia
· 5th UNESCO Asian Youth Forum
Based on the results of previous four Forums, UNESCO and the Korean National Commission for UNESCO seek to continue strongly cultivating a substantial Asian youth network by organizing the 5th UNESCO Asian Youth Forum. All participants and observers of this forum are expected to already be engaged in youth-related issues dealing with “Challenges of Asian Youth – Identity, Voices, Change, and Future,” the theme of 2011’ Forum.  

2. Objectives 
· - To identify youth-related issues relevant to the Asian region and to envision the new role of youth in Asian societies and communities in this context.
· - To find and support youth-driven initiatives to solve youth-related issues in Asian countries and communities.
· - To review and recommend youth-led pilot projects that fit with the theme, “Challenges of Asian Youth – Identity, Voices, Change, and Future”
3. Theme: Challenges of Asian Youth – Identity, Voices, Change, and Future
Theme: Challenges of Asian Youth - Identity, Voices, Change and Future
 

There is a critical role played by youth in executing social change. This can already be seen by the enormous impact that youth-led activism has played in many major events of world history. Asia, in particular, is a place where history and culture are closely intertwined with the identity and community of its youth. However, in this age of globalization, the rapid change that has come from both internal and external forces has, in some ways, caused Asian society to overlook or downplay the potential and creativity of its youth to make positive change. It is time for Asia’s youth to reclaim this role through dialogue and collaboration with one another about what challenges youth currently face and how various communities can be mobilized to address these issues.

 

The 5th UNESCO Asian Youth Forum aims to facilitate this discussion through offering a space in which youth can share their experiences and collaborate on how to solve youth-related issues such as unemployment and generational conflict. Through reviewing and recommending youth-led pilot projects that address the four different themes of this conference, we hope that participants will also hone their skills of communication and cooperation. It is our hope that the role of Asian youth will thus be expanded and renewed.

 

There are four sub-themes under the main theme, “Challenges of Asian Youth - Identity, Voices, Change, and Future”. The participants in the first sub-theme, “Youth Identity in Asia”, will talk about the identity of youth in Asian society and what the necessary role of youth is in the region. The second sub-theme is “Voices of Asian Youth”. Here will be discussion about the different ways through which youth can reach out to other members of society to solve problems that are specifically related to youth. For the third sub-theme, “Asian Youth Pursuing Change,” participants will discuss the different options that can be pursued by youth who are eager to explore different occupational and lifestyle pathways. Lastly, under the sub-theme of “Future of Asian Youth,” all participants and observers will review and recommend youth-led pilot projects that can be pursued after the forum’s end. Thus the 5th UNESCO Asian Youth Forum aims to not only provide a place for youth to gather and share ideas but also offer a practical way for participants to take the next step in exacting change in their local communities.
4. Case Report
Prior to the forum, each participant will be required to submit a case report describing youth projects or activities related to the main theme, “Challenges of Asian Youth – Identity, Voices, Alternatives, and Future.” Participants will be expected to select and describe one or two youth-initiated or youth-oriented projects or activities aiming to solve youth-related issues at the local, regional, or national levels. The deadline for submission this year is August 6 th 2011. 
5. Asia Youth Fund
The organizations participating in the forum are suggested to apply to the Asia Youth Fund to receive an operating budget for their projects. The deadline for proposal submission is August 6 th 2011. For more detailed information, please see the enclosed outline for the “Asia Youth Fund.”
6. Basic Selection Criteria for Participants
-  Age: 18-30

-  Gender parity (one woman and one man from each country)

-  Young professional or activist in youth-related fields of:
· Government/Public
· Academics
· NGOs/Social Enterprises
· Youth Organizations
-  Substantial knowledge and experience in youth –related activities
-  Ability to maintain follow-up activities after the forum

*
Preference will be given to those who are working in their local communities.
*
Each nominating body should forward a completed Application Form and the applicant’s profile to the Youth Team of the Korean National Commission for UNESCO by email or fax by June 17 th 2011.
7. Tentative Itinerary 

· Date: August 22-26, 2011
· Organizer: The Korean National Commission for UNESCO

· Main activities: The UNESCO Asian Youth Forum will follow a similar format to the UNESCO Youth Forum at headquarters. It will last for five days, from Monday to Friday of the 4th week of August. The participants will arrive at the Korea UNESCO Peace Center, Icheon by the evening of August 21st. The main forum will be composed of keynote lectures, plenary sessions, and group meetings. Each evening, informal cultural exchange programs will take place to allow the participants to get to know each other better.
8. Working Language: English
9. Role of Keynote Speakers and Observers

The Youth Forum is a youth-led space. Non-youth participants who are present will function as key speakers or observers to assist the dialogue. One or two key speakers will be invited by the organizers to provide insights on the forum’s theme. Observers from regionally-based organizations will join the forum with certain constraints and contribute to the cooperative relationships and networks in the region, as well as assist with the forum.

10. Travel and Accommodation 

We would like to draw your attention to the necessity of mobilizing financial resources in order to cover the travel expenses of your country’s participants. One participant from each Least Developed Country is eligible for travel support from the organizers. This will be based on need and request. In such cases, we will discuss eligibility for support with each nominating body (National Commissions or other relevant organizations) and provide expenses for roundtrip air tickets for participants. Accommodations and meals for all the participants and observers during the course of the forum will be provided by the organizers.
11. List of participating countries (26 countries)

Afghanistan / Bangladesh / Bhutan / Brunei Darussalam / Cambodia / China / Democratic People’s Republic of Korea / India / Indonesia / Iran / Japan / Laos DPR / Maldives / Malaysia / Mongolia / Myanmar / Nepal / Pakistan / Philippines / Republic of Korea / Russian Federation / Singapore / Sri Lanka / Thailand / Timor-Leste / Vietnam

* The participating countries have been chosen due to the fact that they are included in the UN region of Asia. Given their cultural background and geography, certain countries will be given the possibility to participate in more than one regional forum.
12. Contact Information
Youth Team, Korean National Commission for UNESCO

Address: P.O. Box Central 64 

Seoul, Republic of Korea

E-mail: youthforum@unesco.or.kr
Tel: +82-2-6958-4158
Fax: +82-2-6958-4253


